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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Publishers have taken pains to 
ascertain the accuracy of the statements 
in theJbUowing Journal^ and the result 
has confirmed them in the belief that 
the Writer of it has related nothing but 
what passed under his own observation. 

His education sufficiently accounts for 
his compressing himself better than could 
have been expected from a private sol- 
dier. No alteration has been made upon 
his language^ farther than the correction 
of a few of the more obvious verbal in- 
accuracies. , . 

Edinbttrgh, im Mgrt^ 1819. 
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fessions ; my mother wishing me to be a 
clergyman, my father, to be a writer. 
They kept from themselves many com- 
fortsi tbart I might appear genteel, find 
attend the best schools : my brothers 
and sister did not appear to belong to 
the same family. My parents had three 
children, two boys and a girl, besides 
myself. On me alone was lavished all 
theu' care. My brothers, John and Wil- 
Hikn, could read and write, and^ at the 
age of twelve years> were bound appren* 
tlces to trades. My lister, Jaiie^ was 
made, at home, a servant of all-work to 
assist my mother. I done was a geirtle^ 
imxk in a houde of poverty. 

My fotber had, for sometime, been in 
a bad state of health* and mnable to fol- 
low his usual employment. I was un« 
9A>le to earn any thing for our support* 
$m fbct, I was a burden upon the fiimily. 
The only certain income we ha4 was 
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or THE 



SEVENTY-FIRST REGIMENT OF FOOT. 



From motives of delicacy, which the 
narrative will explain, I choose to con- 
ceal my name, the knowledge of which 
can be of little importance to the reader. 
I pledge myself to write nothing but 
what came under my own observatioiif 
and what I was personally engaged in. 

I was born of poor but respectable 
parents, in l^dinburgh, who bestowed 
upon me an education superior to iny 
rank in life. It was their ambition to 
educate me for one of the learned pro* 

B 



* JOURNAL OF A SOLDIER. 

my former school-fellows, and got ac- 
quainted with others, alas ! not for tlie 
better, 

I was now sixteen years of age, tall 
and well made, of a genteel appearance 
and address. Amongst my new ac- 
quaintances, were a few who had formed 
themselves into a spouting club, where 
plays were acted to small parties of 
friends, who were liberal in their enco- 
miums. I was quite bewildered with 
their praise, and thought of nothing but 
becoming another Ro^cius, making a for- 
tune, and acquiring a deathless name. 
I forsook my classical authors for Shake- 
speare, and the. study of the stage. 
Thus, notwithstanding the many tears 
of my mother, and entreaties of my 
father, I hurried to ruin. I was seldom 
at home, as my parents constantly re- 
monstrated with me on the folly 6f my 
proceedings. This I could not endure : 
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I had been encouraged and assisted by 
them in all my former wfaims. All 
my Undertakings were looked upon, by 
them, as the doings of a superior genius. 
To be crossed now, I thought the most 
unjust and cruel treatment 

I had, through the interference of my 
new acquaintances, got introduced to 
the Manager of the Theatre at Edin- 
burgh, who was pleased with my man- 
ner and appearance. The day was fixed 
on which I was to make my trial. I 
had now attained the summit of my first 
ambition. I had not the most distant 
doubt of my success.' Universal ap- 
plause, crowded houses, and wealth, all 
danced before my imagination. Intoxi- 
cated with joy, I went home to my 
parents. Never shall the agony of their 
looks be effaced from my memory. My 
mother's grief was loud and heart-rend- 
ing, but my father's^ harrowed up my 

b3 
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very soul. It was the look of despair — ^the 
expression of his blasted prospects — ^pros* 
pects he had so long looked forward to, 
with hope and joy — hopes, that had sup- 
ported him in all his toil and privations^ 
crushed in the dust. It was too much ; 
his eyes at length filled with tears, and, 
xaising them to heaven, he only said, or 
rather groaned, " God, thy ways are 
}ust and wise ; thou hast seen it neces- 
sary to punish my foolish partiality and 
pride : but, O God ! forgive the instru- 
ment of my punishment.'* Must I con- 
fess, I turned upon my heel, and said, 
with the most cool indifference, (so 
much had the indulgence of my foimer 
life blunted my feelings towards my pa- 
rents,) " When I am courted aiid praised 
by all, and have made you ir\dependent, 
you will think otherwise of my choice.'* 
<* Never, never;'* he replied, ^ you 
bring my grey hairs with sorrow to the 
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grave.**—** Thomas, Thomas, you wifl 
liave our deaths to answer for/' was all 
my mother could say ; tears and sohs 
choked her utterance. 

i was immoveable in my resolves. The 
bills were printed, and I had given my 
word. This was the last time I ever 
saw them both. The scene has embit* 
tered all my former days, and still haunts 
ne in all my hours of thought. I Often, 
like an avenging spirit^ it starts up in 
xny most tranquil hours, and deprives me 
of my peace. Often, in the dead of 
night, when on duty^ a solitary sentinel, 
has it wrung from my breast a groan of 
remorse. 

Scarce had I left the house, when a 
sensation of horror at what I had done 
pierced my heart. I thought the echo 
of my steps sounded, <* You will have 
our deaths to answer for.'* I started, 
and turned back to throw myself at the 

B 4f 
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£eet of my parents, and implore their for- 
giveness. Already I was at the door, 
when I met one of my new acquaintan- 
ces, who inquired what detained me? 
I said, " I must not go ; my parents are 
against my going, and I am resolved tb 
obey them/' He laughed at my weak- 
ness, as he called it. I stood unmoved. 
Then, with an affected scorn, he said I 
was afraid, conscious I was litiable to 
perform 'what I had taken upon me. 
Fired by his taunts, my good resolved 
vanished, and I once more left my pa- 
rents' door, resolved to follow the bent of 
my own inclinations. 

I went to the Theatre, and prepared 
for my appearance. The house was 
crowded to .excess. I came upon the 
stage with a fluttering heart, amidst 
universal silence. I bowed, and attempt- 
ed to speak ; my lips obeyed the im- 
pulse, but my voice .had fled. In that 
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moment of bitter agony and shame, my 
punishment commenced. I trembled; 
a cold sweat oozed through every pore ; 
my father and mother's words rung ia 
my ears ; my senses became confused ; 
hisses began from the audience ; I ut- 
terly failed. From the confusion of my 
mind, I could not even comprehend the 
place in which I stood. To conclude, I 
shrunk unseen from thB Theatre, be,wil- 
dered, and in a state of despair. 

I wandered the whole night. In the 
morning eai'ly, meeting a party of re- 
cruits about to embark, I rashly offer- 
ed to go with them ; my offer was ac- 
cepted, and I embarked at Leith, with 
seventeen others, for the Isle of Wight; 
in July, 1806. 

The morning was beautiful and rcr 
freshing. A fine breeze wafted us from 
the roads. The darkness of the preced- 
ing night only tended to deepen the 

b5 
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gloomy agitation of my mind ; but the 
beauties of the morning scene stole over 
my soul, and stilled the perturbation of 
my mind. The violent beat of the pulse 
at my temples subsided, and I, as it 
were, awoke from a dream. I turned 
my eyes, from the beauties of the Forth, 
to the deck of the vessel on which I 
itood : I had not yet exchanged words 
with any of my fellow-recruits ; I now 
inquired of the serjeant, to what regi* 
ment I had engaged myself? His answer 
was, «* To the gallant 71st ; you are a 
noble lad, and shall be an officer.'' He 
ran on in this fulsome cant for some time. 
I heard him not. Tantalion * and the 
Bass t were only a little way from us. 
We were quickly leaving behind all that 
was dear to me, and all I ought to re- 
gret: the shores of Lothian had va- 

* A ruinous castle on the shore. 

t A rocky islet in the river Forth. 
6 
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nished ; we had passed Dunbar. I was 
seized with a sudden agitation ; a me^ 
nacing voice seemed to ask, << What do 
you here ? What is to become of your 
parents ?** The blood forsook my heart ; 
a delirium followed, and I fell on the 
deck* 

I have no recollection of what passed 
for some days. I was roused out of my 
lethargy by a bustle over my head. It 
was the fearful noise of a storm, which 
had overtaken us in Yarmouth roads. 
The looks of despair, and the lamentable 
cries of the passengers, pierced me, I 
looked upon myself as the only cause of 
our present danger, like Jonah, over> 
taken in my giiilty flight. The thought 
of acknowledging myself the sole cause 
of the storm, more than once crossed 
my mind. 1 certainly would have done 
so, had not the violent rocking of the 
vessel disqualified me from leaving the 

b6 
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bed on which I lay. I was obliged to 
press my feet against one side, and my 
shoulder against another, to preserve 
myself from receiving contusions. Striv- 
ing to assuage the anguish of my feel- 
ings in prayer, I was the only composed 
person there: all around^me were be- 
wailing their fate in tears and lamenta- 
tions. I had seen nothing of the storrn^ 
as the passengers were all kept down 
below, to prevent their incommoding the 
seamen. During its continuance, I had 
made up my mind with regard to my 
future proceedings. As an atonement 
for my past misconduct, I resolved to 
undergo all the dangers and fatigues o£ 
a private soldier, for seven years. This 
limitation of service I was enabled to 
adopt, by the excellent bill brought into 
Parliament by the late Mr. Windham. 

Without further accident, we arrived 
pafe at the Isle of Wight, where I was en- 
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listed) and sworn to serve my king and 
country faithfully for the ^pace of seven 
years, for which I received a bounty of 
eleven guineas. The price thus paid for 
my liberty, was the first money I could 
ever call my own. Of this sum, it required 
about four pounds to furnish my necessa- 
ries, assisted by the sale of my present 
clothing ; of the remainder, I sent five 
pounds to my parents, with the following ^ 
letter: . 

Newport Barracki^ 
Isle of Wight, Jubf, 1806. 
Father, . 
If a disobedient and undutiful $on 
may still address you by that dear and 
now much-valued name ; — ^and my mo- 
ther! — the blood forsakes my heart, 
and my hand refuses to move, when I 
think upon that unhallowed night I leil 
your peaceful roof to follow my foolish 
and wayward inclinations. 0> 1 have suf* 
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§credf and must ever suffer, for my guiltjr 
conduct. Pardon me! pardon me! 1 caB 
bardly hope—yet, O ! drive me Xkot to 
despair. I have doomed myself to seven 
years' punishment. I made this choice 
in an hour of shame. I could not ap^ 
pear in Edinburgh after what had hap- 
^ned. Never shall I again do any 
thing to bring shame upon myself or 
you. The hope of your pardon and 
forgiveness alone sustains me. Again 
I implore pardon on my knees. Would 
I could lay my head at your feet ! then 
would I not rise till you pronounced my 
pardoUi and raised to your embrace 

Your wretched 

Thomas. 

Now I began to drink the cup of bit- 
terness. How diHerent was my situa- 
tion from what it had been! Forced 
- fix>m bed at five o'clock each morning, 
to get all things ready for drill ; then 
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driUed for three hoars \rith the most un« 
feeling rigour, and often bea* by thd 
sergeftnt for the faults of others, I, who 
had never be^n cirosBed at home — ly 
who never knew fatigue, Was now faints 
ing under it. This I bore without a 
murmur, as I had looked to it in my en« 
gagement. My greatest sufferings were 
where I had not expected them. 

I could not associate with the com- 
mon soldiers; their habits made me 
shudder. I feared an oath — ^they never 
dpoke without one : I could not drink— 
they loved liquor': They gamed — 1 
knew nothing of play. Thus was I a 
solitary individual among hundreds* 
They lost no opportunity of teasing me. 
** Saucy Tom,'' or " The distressed Me- 
thodist," were the names they distin- 
guished me by. I had no way of re- 
dress, until an event occurred, that gave 
me, against my will, an opportunity ta 
prove that my spirit was above insult. 
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. A recruit who had joined at the same 
time with myself, was particulai-ly active 
in his endeavours to turn me into ridi- 
cule. One evening, I was sitting in a 
side-window, reading. Of an old news^ 
paper he made a fool's cap, and, unper- 
ceived by me, placed it upon my head. 
Fired - at the insult, I started up and 
knocked him down. — " Clear the room ; 
a ring, a ring, — ^the Methodist is going 
to fight,'* was vociferated from all sides. 
Repenting my haste, yet determined 
not to affront myself, I stood firm, and 
determined to do my utmost. My an- 
tagonist, stunned by the violence of the 
blow, and surprised at the spirit I dis- 
played, rose slowly, and stood irresolute. 
I demanded an apology. He began to 
bluster and threaten, but I saw at once 
that he was afraid ; and, turning from 
him, said, in a cool decided manner, 
"If you dare again insult me, I will 
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chastise you as you deserve ; you are 
beneath my anger.*' I agiain sat down, 
and resumed my reading, as if nothing 
had happened. 

From this time I was no longer in- 
suited ; and I became much esteemed 
among my fellow-soldiers, who before 
despised me. Still, I could not associate 
with them. Their pleasures were repug* 
nant to my feelings. 

There was one of my fellow-sbldifirs, 
Donald M'Donald, who seemed to take 
pleasure in my company. We became 
attached to each other. He came up 
in the same smack with myself : He was 
my bed-fellow, and became my firm 
friend. Often would he get himself into 
altercations on my account. Donald 
could restd and write : this was the sum 
of his education. He was innocent, and 
ignorant of the world; only eighteeiji 
years of age, and had never been a night 
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from home, before be left his father's 
house, more than myself. To be a soldieri 
was thei height of his ambition. He had 
come from near Inverness to Edinburgh, 
on foot, With no other intention than to 
enlist in the 71st. His father had been 
ft soldier in it, and was now living at 
home, a^r being discharged. Donald 
t$i&ed it his regiment, and would not 
have taken the bounty from any Other, 

To increase my grief, I was ordered 
to embark for the Cape of Good Hope, 
fifteen days after my arrival in the Isle 
c€ Wight, and before I had received an 
answer to my letter to my father. If 
my mind had been at ease, I would have 
enjoyed this voyage much. We had 
very pleasant weather, and were not 
crowded in our births. There were six 
soldiers to a birth, and we were at liberty 
to be on decK all day, if we chose. 
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The first land I saw, after leaving the 
Channel/ was Porto Santo, It is very 
low, yet we could distinguish it plainly 
while we were thirty miles off. It has the 
appearance of a collection of small hills 
ending in peaks. In a short time after^ 
we had a most pleasant sight : the 
island of Madeira, covered with delight- 
ful verdure. The view of it calmed me 
greatly; and I felt just as I had doue, the 
first time I saw the country, after a long 
iUness in which my life was despaired 
of. Ho^ much was that pleasure in* 
creased, when we anchored between the 
Dissertas and the island ! The weather 
was beautiful and clear ; we lay at a diss* 
tance of not more than bix or seven 
miles, at most, from the shore. The 
island is quite unlike Porto Santo. It , 
seesns to be one continued mountain, 
running from east to west, covered with 
stately trees and veidure. EvQry spot 



20 JOURNAL OF A SOLDIER* 

looked more luxuriant than another. As 
it is approached from the east, it has the 
appearance of a crescent, or new moon ; 
the corners pointed towards you. 

While we lay there, we had boats 
alongside, every day, with oranges, le- 
mons, figs, and many other fruits, which 
we purchased at a rate that surprised usj 
considering how dearly we had been ac* 
customed to purchase them in England. 
. As sodn as we cast anchor, the health- 
boat came alongside, to inquire the state 
of the crew and passengers. This is al- 
wa}^ done, before any communication!^ is 
allowed with the island. We had the 
pleasure to tell them, that there was not 
a sick person on board; that we only 
wanted a supply of water, and were to 
, sail as soon as possible. 

. Funchal is the largest town on the 
island. It is situated on the north side 
of a hilly towards the ocean, covering the 
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hill from the summit to the base. The 
houses reach to' the water's edge, and 
they all look as if they were newly built, 
they are so white and clean. Another 
range pf hills is sec^n rising above the 
one on which. the town is built; these 
are also covered with houses, vineyards, 
and plantations of fruit trees. Nothing 
could be more charming to our eyes, 
which had ached so long, in looking over 
a boundless expanse of sea. 

Having completed our supply of wa- 
ter, we set sail for the Cape of Good 
Hope. As we sailed onwards, I was 
often surprised at the immense numbers 
of fishes of all descriptions that played 
round our vessel. When the weather 
was calm, fish of every kind, the dolphin, 
flying-fish, &c. were mixed harmlessly 
together. The shark was seen playing 
amongst them, and they not in the least 
alarmed. Small and large, all seemed 
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collected before us to display the beau- 
ties and riches of Divine Providence in 
the great deep. In a dark night, the 
sea seemed sparkling with fire. 

I inquired the cause of this s^saefm* 
Wage of fishes, and their tameness, at 
an old sailor. H« informed me, tliat 
the cause was the reflectioti of the Cop- 
per on the ship's bottom, and that they 
were never seen unless the vessel was 
coppered. 

It was eariy in the morning, when we 
first beheld the land about the Cape of 
Good Hope. We soon after could dis- 
tinguish a hill, called the Sugar Loaf; 
and next reached a low island, cidled 
Robben Island. We anchored in Table 
Bay, and were disembarked next day. 

Cape Town lies in a valley, the sides 
of which rise gently to the foot of the 
mountains that encompass it on all sides. 
Those near the town are of a great 
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Height. The houses of the town are 
all coloured white or yellow,. They are 
mostly built of stone, and appear as if 
they were not a month old, they are so 
clean. The streets are paved with flag- 
stones, which, I am tc^d, are brought 
from India. They are very agreeable 
in so hot a climate, being very cool. 

I expected to see few people here, but 
Dutch ) but I found a collecticm of aQ 
the nations in the world. No doubt, 
the Dutch are the most numerous ; but 
there are a great many Germans, Swiss, 
French, British, Irish, &c. all very 
much assimflated to each other. The 
Dutch have made the French more 
grave ; the French, the Dutch less se« 
date. Every class of foreigners seems 
the better for being thus mixed with 
others. All are equally industrious ; all 
seem bi^py and content. 
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I remained only three weeks at the 
Cape. I was again embarked in an ex- 
pedition against South America, under 
Sir Samuel Achmuty and Brigadier- 
General Lumley. 

We arrived in the River La Plata, in 
October I806, when we were informed 
that the Spaniards had retaken Buenos 
Ayres, and that our troops only possess- 
ed Maldonado, a small space on the side 
of the river, about five or six miles far- 
ther up than Monte Video.' On our 
disembarkation, we found the remains of 
the army in the greatest want of every 
necessary belonging to an army, and 
quite disheartened. On the land side, 
they were surrounded by about 400 
horsemen, who cut off all their foraging 
parties, and intercepted all supplies. 
These horsemen were not regular sol- 
diers, but the inhabitants of the country. 
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who had turned out to defend their homes 
from the enemy. 

Soon after our arrival at Maldonado, 
llie Sfianiards advanced out of Monte* 
Video to attack us. They were about ^ 
6D0, andliad, besides, ainumber of great^ . 
guns with thei¥^ They ca^e u^mi us^ 
in two columns, the right consisting^ of 
cfwndiy, the left of iniantry^ and bore so 
hard i^n our out-{Hequet of 400 men, 
that Colonel Brown, who commanded 
our left, ordered Major Campbell, with 
l^ree companies c^ the 46th regiment,' 
to its support. These charged the head: 
of the column : the Spaniards stood 
fepm* and fought bravely ; numbers feff 
en both sides; but the gallant 40th 
drove them baek^ -^K the point of the 
bayonet. Sir Samud Auchmuty ordered 
the riSe corps aiid Ugfat battalion, to ^ 

attack the rear of their column, which 
was done urith the utmost spirit. Three 

c 
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cheers were the signal of our onset; 
The Spaniards fled ; and the right co* 
lumn, seing the fate of their left, set 
fi^rs to their horses, and fled, without 
having shared in the action. There re- 
mained in our possession one general^ 
and a great number 6f prisoners, besides 
one of their great guns. Tliey left about 
300 dead on the field. We had very 
few wounded prisoners, and these were 
taken in the pursuit. 1 saw them cany 
their people back to the town, as soon 
as they were hurt. Our loss was mucli; 
less than theirs. 

After this action, we saw no more of 
our troublesome guests, the horsemen, 
who used to brave us, in pur lines, and 
even wound our people in the camp. 
: This was the first blood I had ever seen 
shed in battle ; the first time, the (»innon 
had roared, in my hearings charged with 
death. I was not yet seventeen years of 
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age, and had not been six months from 
home. My limbs bending under me with 
latiguej in a sultry clime, the musket and 
accoutrements that I ^grais forced to carry 
were insupportably oppressive. Still I 
bore all with invincible patience. Dur- 
ing the action, the thought of death 
never once crossed my mind. After 
the firing commenced, a still isensation 
stole over my whole frame, a firm de- 
termined torpor, bordering on insensi- 
bility. I heard an old soldier answer, 
to a. youth like myself, who inquired 
what he should do during the battle^ 
V Do your duty.'* 

As the battalion to which I belonged 
returned from the pursuit, we pai9sed, in 
our way to the camp, over the field of 
the dead. It was too much for my 
feelings ; I was obliged to turn aside 
miyhead from thehoriid sight. The* 
birds of prey isieented ^..oonitend rielth 

c9 
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those who were bfurpng the slain, foe 
the possession of:thfi bodies^ Horrid 
sight ! Men who, in the mornings 
Qxulting^ trade £arth.ili.strength; whose 
minds, only fettjexed by their bodies* 
seekied to &el restraint, now lay ^hockn 
in^y mangled, and a prey to aniioials : 
and I had bieen an assistant in this work 
of death ! I almost wished I had been 
a victim. 

Until the 2d of November, my fatiguer 
was great: constructing batteriea an^ 
other works, we were forced to laboim 
B^t and day. My hands, when I left 
home, were white and . soft ; now, 
lli^ weve ekcdiiated and blown, and, 
whare they were unbrokesi, as hardt 
as horn. Often overpowered by fatigue^- 
8)06p has sealed my eyes ; I hate awoken 
groaning with tbiiBt, and the; intensei 
heat of my hands* It was. then I feh» 
in afl ^ bonror, the ioUy <^ my 



conduct.' Bittdrivte the sigb Hoi 
acknowledged tiy punishment iirais jii^tr 

In ^e stohfting of -Monte Videcs I 
bad no share : we. reknaincid ^th the 
cdmp to protect the rear. Wkile w6 Ixf 
%e&Kte the t0^9ra» l^e shells of the enemy 
wef e fUling often near : ^here I stood $ 
one, ill jfiaotictthuv Beemied as if it would 
&11 at oar feet. A youxijg officer ran 
backwards and forwards, as if* he wocdd 
hide himsi^; an eidsoldadraaidtbhini^ 
«rith aU thJ6 gncviby of a Turk, <,< You 
b^ed not bide. Sir ; if .t^re ia any -thii^ 
there for you, it tiTill fihd you. out/' The 
young man looked confused, stood: io 
his duty, and I neter 3aw> huai appear 
Uneasy •again : so lioon : was he converted 
to the warrior's doctrine. 

We marched into Monte Videos tfa^ 
day flditer the assault, where I remained 
seven months. It is a most delightful 

c3 
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coimt^y, were it not so hot The even- 
iDgis the only tolerable time of the day* 
The sea- breeze* siets in. about eight or 
nine b'clock. in the morning, . which mi« 
tigates the heat a good deal ; yet. I sui^ 
fered much. It was jiow the middle of 
December.' ^Summec had commenced 
with all its sweets^ on a soale I had no 
conception of; neither can I convey any 
idea of it in words. We bad the greatest 
abundance of every article of food, and» 
as the summer advanced, the choicest 
fruit ; . indeed, even more than we could 
consume, and at length we loathed it« 
M I had been, along with the other 
youths, appointed to Sir Samuel Auch- 
kiuty's guard, as the least fatiguing 
duty. I would have been comparatively 
happy, had I known my parents were 
well, and had pardoned me. The un* 
certainty of this, and reflections on my 
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past conduct,' kept me in a state of con- 
tinual gloom. 

I was billeted upon a young widow, 
who did all in faer power to ihake nie 
comfortable, aloQgst with her aged fa- 
.then Her husband had been slain in 
the first attack of our troops upon the 
place, and ^e remained inconsolable. 
During thci s^en months I reraaineH ^** 
Monte Vi^jM^lUe behaved to me like a 
mother. TD^fl^r- J was indebted for 
many conflbrts. I^evei* shall I forget Ma- 
.ria de Paridesl She was of a small figure, 
yet elegant, in her appearance. Like 
the other women of the country, she 
was very brown; Jier eyes sparkling, 
black as jet ; . her teeth equal and white. 
She wore her own hair, when dressed, 
as is the fashion of the country, in plaits 
down her back. It was very long, and 
of a glossy black. Her dress was very 
plain: a black veil covered her head, and 

- G 4 
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her manfiila was tied, in the mo9t gnham- 
fill manner, under her chin. This twfc 
.the common dress o^ all tile women ; the 
only difference ^as itt fStie coiour «f 
•thelir mantillas and slimsL These they 
often wore of all colours, a;nd someti^Mis 
'Ae veil wa« white. The men wotef^ 
cloak atid hat of f^ S^nidKls', bift 
wsmy of them bad stijMi^ J<^ a greAt 
many wanted both bI^^I^ ^ock$«^^^^ 
The niti ve wcm^en ^i^^:jithe afiost tttl- 
comdy I ever ' i)^ejl.' Iljey bii^ 
broad ftoses, thidt lipsy- a^ Wihe (^ very 
BD^l 6tatiire. Their hair, which is 
Jong, blaek, and hard to the fed, they 
wear frizzled up in friynt) in the motit 
hideous ^noHtter^ while it hBngb doim 
ifeeir backs, below the waist. W^en 
they dress, they stick in it ^a(h<^ and 

• 

■ flowers, and wailfc about in rfl the prnle 
of ugliness. The men are short of sta- 
ture, stout made, and have large joints. 
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utehrm^y bat indetent tO! ex^eest. 
Ihdve Been tbem gaUldping ^^aotm, 
Horsebtcky aiindst nak^, Vfbii fiilvep: 
4q>iirs on tfa^r ime heeds,' perhaps ati 
old rug tipon. their i^oulders. Th^ 
iiteur not pain. I liave seen them with 
iHiits ghastly to look at, yet tbe^r* ti^v^ 
•seemed to "mind them. As for theil: 
idleness, I BJlJlHw^iliem iie 'dtretcbed^ 
ibr «^^bole4a9^Ki|ing upom the riveti, 
ioid thfti]r^im^^t;^ viicl- 

tuals ; and, i£l!h^i}%^^|f%ot pleai^ wiih 
•the t^viHyj ^th^ would beat' the»t f u- 
dously,. : This is the only e^t^eMioi) fhejr 
ever^iake readily-^^^entnig their fiivf 
«peti their A^ves. They prefer "fleih to 
^ny iothw liMud^ and they eat it aimMt 
9^M^,1 nhd in ^antitie& *$rhich a Eanai^ 
'ff^n would think impossible. 

I had liMle oppcotunity df seeing the 
better mtt of Spsmii^ settlers, as they 
liMl an Millie plaoe ftefove ^v^^tCK^ ftf 
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and, during the siege, those I had any 
<^portunity of knowing, were of. the 
poorer sort, who used to visit Maim-de 
Farides and her father, Don Santanos. 
They are ignorant in the extreme, and 
very superstitious* Maria told me, with 
the . utmost concern, that the cause of 
her husband's death was hi^ being he- 
witched by an oldjApB^o whom he 
had refused some pa^i^^B, as he re- 
turned from hunting, a few 4^^ before 
the battle. V, ^ / 

. TM As I became acquail^ed/v^ffh the lao- 
Ifuage, I observed many singular traits of 
character. When Maria, or old Santanos 
yawned, they crossed their niouth with 
the utmost haste, to prevent the Devil 
going down their throsita* If Santanpa 
sneezed, Maria called, f^. Jesus !? • , his an- 
swer was, «* Muchas gracuiLS^^ ** Many 
thanks. ''-^When they knock atany door, 
they say, ^* Ave- Maria pfm$9irna ;*Vthey 
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>open at once, as they think no one with 
an evil intent, will use this holy phrase. 
/Whwi they meet a woman, they say/ 
** A su$ pies ^enoro," or, ** Beso lbs pies 
de Vstedf'* " I lay myself at your feet j" 
tor, «* I kiss your feet." As they part, he 
says, " Me tengo a sus pies de Usted^^ 
JOT, " JSojro de sus pies,*' I am at your 
•feet," or, " K4if n^ at your feet ;" she 
replies, Beso a usied lamano, Cavallero^^ 
*« i kiss your hand. Sir." . When they 
leave any one, they say, " Vn^a Usted 
ton Dios,^* or, n Can la Virgen,^^ <« May 
God, (or, the Holy Virgin,) attend you%** 
When they are angry, it is a common 
phrase with them, <« : Vaya Usted con 
den mil: DemomoSy^ «* Begone with a 
hundred thousand devils.'^ 

Maria was concerned that I should be 

a , heretic, and wished much I would 

change my religion and become a Ca« 

f (holic, as the only means of my salvation. 

c tt 
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In vaiii Imtd to heti *^ Mnckos^aimm$ 
ai cieh," »^ Muny ittods to Hiaven.? 
Tliere were few priests in: the toiwni Ms 
they had thottght it better to move dffto 
Btienos Ayi^es, with the cfautiCh plate^ 
&c« before we todk li^e towii) than trust 
to their prayers, and our generosity* 
Mariat, however, got one to convert me^ 
as her own &ther-<^rffi|^sof had gone 
with the rest, it was in the afternoon, 
on my return from gnard, i first met 
Imn. His appearance made an impress 
ston on me much in iiis favour: he 
ivas tall and graceful, and wore hiir 
beard, which was grey and full, giving 
a venerable cast to his fieiECe, abd soften- 
ing the wrinkles that time had made in 
his forehead. ' Maria introddced me to 
idm; as a youdg man who was wiUi^g to 
receive instruction, and one she wohed 
much to believe in ail the doctrines of 

the Holy Church, that I might not be 

5 
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knfc fbr-ever, through !tiiy onbeUeH He 
thea began to ^y a j^eat deal about 
ike errors ef the protestants, aaid their 
widone stater iinice they had 1^ the 
true cbuccfa. The otily ansfWer.i made 
was, ^ Muchos earnings al ciehJ^' He 
ishook his head, and said, all heretics 
HFere a stubbcom sort ^people ; but beg- 
ged me to consider 6f what he said. I an-» 
swered, certainly 1 wonid ; and we parted 
friends. Maria was much disaq;^inted 
at my not being convinced at once ; and 
her father, Santanos^ said he had no 
doubt that I. would yet become a good 
CathoUc, and rem^am with them. I 
loved them the mose for their disin<- 
t^rested zeal: their . dnly wish was for 
my welfare. 

- Thus had I passed my time, until, tin 
arrival of General Whitelocfc^ with rein^ 
forcements, in the beginning of June, 
1807^ It was the middle of winter at 
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Monte Video ; the nights were frosty, 
with liow and then a little snow, and great 
showers q£ hail as large as beans*- In 
the day, dreadful rains deluged «aH 
around. We had sometimes thunder 
and lightning. One night, in particular, 
the whole earth seemed one continued 
blaze. The mountain on the side of 
which the town is built, re-echoed tlip 
thunder, as if it would rend in pieces. 
The whole inhabitants flocked to the 
churches; or kneeled in the streets. 
, . On the arrival of the reinforcements, 
we were £3rmed into, a brigade, alongst 
with the light companies of the SOtb; 
S&ih^ 40th, 87th, and fpui* companies of 
the 9^th regiments. On the SSth June, 
we assembled near Ensenada de Barra- 
got), witb the wJiole army, and commen- 
4ced our march towards Buenos Ayres. •. 
. The country, is almost . all level, and 
covered with lo^g clover that reached 
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.to our waists^ and large herds of buU 
locks and horses, which seemed to run 
wild. The weather was very wet. For 
days, I had not a dry article on my body. 
We crossed many morasses io^eur march ; 
in one of which I lost rhy shoes, and 
'was under the necessity of marching 
the rest of the way barefooted. We 
passed the river at a ford called Passo- 
iico» under the command of Major-Gene- 
- ral Gower. Here, we, drove back a body 
of the enemy. We were, next day, joined 
by General Whitelock, and the remain- 
der of the army. Uponhisjoiningus,the 
line was formed by Sir Samuel Auchmu- 
iyi on the lefl, stretching towards a con- 
vent called the Recdletta, distant from 
the left about two miles. Two regiments 
were stationed on the right. Brigadier- 
General Oraofiird's brigade occupied 
the centre, and possessed the principal 
«veuMje(i to the ,tQwn» which was distant 

6 
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froth the ^reat square and fort tkree 
miles* /Diree regiments extended to- 
:wards tiie Residenta, on the right. 

The town and suburbs are built in 
n^[uar6s of about 140 yards on each side ; 
and all the houses are flat on the top for 
the use of the inhabitants, who go upon 
4;bem to enjoy the cool of the evening. 
-These, we were told, they meant to oc- 
-cupy with their slaves, and fire down up- 
qn us as we ^^harged through the streets. 
From the disposition of our army, the 
-town was nearly surrounded. 

We remained under arms on the mom* 
-ing of the ^th of July, waiting the order 
^ advance. Judge our astonisbmetft 
when the word was given to march with* 
out ammimition, with fixed bayonets oa- 
4y. «* We are betrayed,** was wttispered 
'through the raidcs. << Mind your duty, 
myladi^; onwards, onwards, Britain for 
cfver/* w^e the last w<ord» I heavd^au: 




noble Capttiiii Sf ookmrni %iifm. "^ He fei 

irui*e(^ tsknying every tJiftg b*foi^ us^ 
libt^mblibg'^il^Kdi^k^s^ and <i^tlier vd- 
pediments which the inhabitants haA 
lAJMi^ in <Mgif WHy* AA ^^ iiiyttktr of 
^^f¥^ Mre«t, «MA41ai^^jg ^i tlie'di«eh€^ 

tti^tad filaei^ifiabMte ^t^inised out* 

■Ws didve, tip oiks d»ek, d«v^tt a^otfaev; 
ttfi^^e^cam^ to the churii;^ of St. D^ 

iiingot' v^hem i^e t^diirs <^ the 71A 

|j»ijr/ o«*r' tHfe flJ»iwe «f- th* VirgiA 
•Mtt<^. ' W6 aiad>^ ft roily iiH^' Itj aM 
ioak ^^ fi<o^ f hM i69i^Vtxit^>rmitg. 

•goi^ "to saBy'^utk triumi*; 'm 
'SpiAidatfas had itttl b^n Mle. The etf- 
IMivoeft^ of the cbu^ wete bamcftded', 
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and cannon placed at each entrance. 
We were f brce(i to surrender^ and were 
xnarched to prison. It wfis there I iirst 
learned the complete failure of our en* 
terprise. 

During the time we were charging 
through the streets, many of our men 
made ^allies into tb^e houses, in search of 
plunder ; and . many were encumbered 
with it at the time of our surrender. 
One Serjeant of ,the S^th had made a 
longish hole in his wooden canteen, lik^ 
that over the money drawer in the coui^ 
ter of a retail shop ; into it he slipped M, 
the money he could lay his hands upoi). 

As he came out of a house, he had be«u 

- • 

ransacking, he was shot through the 
head. In his fall the canteen burst, and 
a great many doubloons ran, in all direc* 
tions, on the street. Then commenced 
a scramble for the money, and about 
eighteen men were shot, grasping at the 
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gold they were never to enjoy.. They 
,eyen snatched it f Vom. their dying com- 
panionS) although th^y themselves were 
to be in the same situation the next mo* 
ment, 

' We were all searched, and every ar- 
ticle that was Spanish taken from us ^ 
but we were allowed to keep the rest. 
I)uring the search, one soldier, who ha^ 
a good many doubloons^ put them into 
his camp-kettle, with flesh 'and water 
above them ; placed all upon a fire, and 
kept them safe. 

There were about one hundred of us, 
who had been taken in the church, 
marched out of prison to be shot, unle3S 
we produced a gold crucifix of great va- 
lue, that was amissing'. We stood in a 
large circle of Spaniards and Indians. 
Their levelled pieces and savage looks 
gave us little to hope, unless the cruci- 
fix was produced. It was found on the 
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gtovLudf on the spot where we stood; 
but it was not known who had taken it. 
The troops retired, and we were alloW- 
"td to go back to prison, without further 
molestation. 

Pour days after we were made pri- 

i36nei*s, thte good priest I had convers6i 

trith in the house of Maria de Parides^ 

'tiame to me in prison, and offered to ob- 

taiti my release, if I would only say that 

I would, at any future time, embrace the 

Cjtthofic faith. He held out many in- 

ducements. I thanked* him kindly for 

^his'dffer, btit told him it was imJjosSible 

1 dVer could. He said, « I have done 

'iiry duty, as a Servant of God ; now 1 

will do it,' as a man.*' He never again 

spoke to me of changing my religion j 

yet he Yiirted me every d^y, n^ith some 

comfort or another. 

Donald McDonald was quite at home 
all the time we had been in South Ame-. 
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liica. He was a good Catholic *> and 
rbuch caressed by the Spajiiaids. He 
attended mass regularly ; bowed to all 
processions ; and was m thtiir eyes every 
thing a good Catholic ought to be. He. 
often thought of remaining at Buenos 
AyreSy under the protection of the wor^ 
thy priest ; he had actually agreedr tO) 
do so, when the or4er for our release a]>>- 
rived; We were to join General White- 
lock, on the next day, after fourteen 
days* confinement. Donald was still 
wavering, yet most inclined to stay. I 
sung to him, " Lochaber no moreti** the 
tears started into his eyes — he dashed 
them off' — " Na, na ! I canna stay, I*d 
maybe return to Lochaber nae mair."* 
The good priest was hurt at his retract- 

'^ Many of the Scottish Highlanders are Roman 
Catholics, particularly those of the name of M'Do* 
nald. 

t A ftvourite national air. 
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ing his promise, yet was not offended. 
He said " It is natural I once loved 
Spain above all the other parts of 

the world ; but ** here he checked 

himself,( gave us his blessing, and tea 
doubloons, a^piece, and left ua.^ We 
immediately upon our release, set out 
on our return to Britain, and had an 
agreeable and quick passage, in which 
nothing particular occurred. 
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• Itv was c*il the e5th' 'DecfeAiber, 180T, 
aft:er aii abisence of t^i^nte^n iDbtiths 
from Britain, 'thiBtt I'lande(f at theGove 
Af Gork iri It^miA. ? A thrill bf joy ran 
through my whole body, and prompted 
a fervid inward ejaculation to God, who 
had sustained me thrbiigli so iliahy dan« 
gers, and brought me to a place where 
I might hear if my parents had pardon- 
ed me, <3it if my misconduct had shortem 
ed the period of their lives. The uncer- 
tainty of this embittered all my thoughts, 
and gave additional weight to all my fk* 
tiguesi. / How. differently did the joy of 
our return act upon my fellow-soldiers ! 
To them it was a night of riot and dissipa- 
tion.. . Iminediatdy on lour arrival^ our re- 
giment: was marched to Middleton Bar- 
rjAjfSk^ wbem:: we' remiUn^^one month } 
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during which time, I wrote to my father, 
and sent to him the amount of the ten 
doubloons I had received from the good 
priest. In the cQu^e of port, I teirtiv- 
^d the following fetter*, JwdrtJed in ouft 
from^my broth^. It hfd h^m x^i^m^A 
ifi: them, by the pQst-oJtoe at the Mo <tf 

Wighii. ..^ . ■ : ■:■ 

• I 

t 

• ' " • " ' ' . * ' . • ' i 

^' J^dinburgh 3th Augusts ISfi^ I 

« PEAR THOMAS, 

" We received ycwu ktter from the 
Isle of WigtitSjL wbiob gaiveus much i^ea^ 
wr?. . I do not . meaii to add to ftiux 
i|onrow9 by any ireflection \ip(m what u 
past, as you are now sensible of ymvc for. 
TK^x fMt£^ and the cruelty of yomr 4e* 
^ertion* Let it be a lesson t0:yHMi in iip 
tw^ It bad neady been olir deaths. 
Xpur mother, brothers, aad myself 
searched in every quarter, that night yoQ 
)^ us; hut it pleased God ^e should 
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not find you. Had we only known you 
were alive, we would have been hs^ppy. 
We praise God you are safe, andjsend 
you our forgiveness and blessings. The 
money you have sent, we mean to as* 
aist to purchase your discharge, if you 
will leave the army and come to us 
again. You say, you have made a vow 
to remain seven years.— It was rash to 
do so, if you have vowed solemnly. 
Write us on receipt of this, that I may 
know what course to pursue. 

" Your Loving Parent." 

i 

Edinburgh, 5tli January y 180& 
f* Dear Brother, 

. *^;We received your letter with joy. 
It has relieved our minds from much un- 
easiness ; bul^alas! he who would have 
rejoiced most, is no more. My heart 
bleeds for you, on receipt pf this ; but, 
on no account, I beseech you, think your 
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^ W€ began ta disembark on the 1st 
of August. The weather was so rough 

« 

aaad stormy, that we were not all land- 
ed until the 5th. Oh our leaving the 
jships) each man got four pound of bis- 
cuit, and.four pound of salt beef cook- 
ed on beard. We marched, for twelve 
miles, up to the knees^ in sand, which 
caused us to suffer much from thirst; 
for the marching made it rise and cover 
us. We lost four men of our regiment, 
who died of thirst. We btiried them 
where they fell. At night we came to 
our camp ground, in a wood, where we 
found plenty of water, to us more accep- 
table than any thing besides, on earth. 
'We here built large huts, and remained 
iovLT days. We again commenced our 
march alongst the coast, towards Lisbon. 
In our advance, we found all the vil- 
lages deserted, except by the old an(i 
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destitute, who cared not what h^/cgxae 
of them. 

. On the I3th, there was a small sj^'r 
mish between the French and our cav^* 
xy, after which the French retired. On 
the 14th, we reached a village palie4 
Alcobaco, which the French had left ti^ 
night before. Here were a great m^jOrj 
wine stores, that had been broken opeii 
by the French. In a large wine cs^skf 
we found a French soldier, drpwnedt 
.with all his accoutremenjbs. 

On the morning of the 17tht we were 
.under arms an hour before day. I]klf 
an hour after sunrise, we observed the 
enemy in a wood. We received ordenB 
to retreat. Having fallen back about 
two miles, we struck to the right, in or- 
der to come upon their flank, whilst the 
9th, 29th, and 5th battalion of the 60th, 
attacked them in front. They had a 
very strong position on a hill. The S9th 
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.advanced up the hill, not perceiving an 

ambush of* the euemy, which they had 

placed OH each side of the road. As soon 

a3 the ^th was right between them, 

.they gave a volley, which killed, or 

.wounded^ €veiy man in the grenadier 

Qompany, exc^ seven. Uniigin^ful of 

their loss, they drove on, and carried the 

entrenchments. The engagement: l^t- 

.ed until about four o'clock, wh^ the 

^iBffiy S^^ way« We ccmtinued th/s 

pursuit, t^U ^kness pult a stop to iU 

llie 71at ha4 only pnie man killed, and 

one wounded. We were manjoeuvring 

all day, to turn theif flank ; $o t^hat our 

-fatigue was excessive, though our loss 

'was but small. This was the battle of 

Rolleia, a small town at the entrance of 

a hilly part of the country. 

We marched^ the whole of tlie 18th 
and IQth^ lyithout meeting any resis- 
tance. On the l9th, we cncampj^ at 
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the viHage of Vimeira, and took up a pa- 
srtion aiongst a range of mountains. 

On the 90th, we marched out of our 
position to cover the disembarkation of 
four regiments, under General Anstru- 
ther. We saw a few French cavalry, who 
kept manoeuvring, but did not offer to 
attack us. 

On the 91st we were all under arms 
an hour before daj-break. After re» 
maining some time, we were dismisses}, 
with orders to parade again at 10 o'clock, 
to attend divine service ; for this was a 
Sabbath morning. How unlike the Sab« 
baths I was wont to enjoy ! Had it not 
been for the situation in which I had 
placed myself, I could have enjoyed it 
much. 

Vimeira is situated in a lovely valley, 
through which the smaU river Maceira 
winds, adding beauty to one of the 
sweetest scenes, smrounded on all sides 
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by mountains and the sea, from which 
the village is distant about three miles. 

- There is a deep ravine that parts the 
heights, over which the Lourinha road 

■ passes. We were posted on these moun- 
tains, and had a complete view oi* the 
valley, below. I here, for a time, in- 
dulged in one of the most pleasing re- 
veries I had enjoyed since Ijeft^home. 
I was seated upon the side of a moun- 
tain, admiring the beauties beneath. I 
thought of home : Arthur's Seat, and 
t^ level between it and the sea, all 
stole ovex.rmy imagination. I became 
lost in contemplation, and was happy 
for a time. 

' Soon my day-dresma broke and vanish- 
ed ftbm my sight. The bustle around 
was great. There was no trace of a d^y 
of rest. Many were washing their linen 
in the river, others cleaning their fire- 
locks ; every joan was engaged in iBoma 

d5 
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employment. In the midst of ou; pre- 
paration for divine service, the French 
. columns began to make llieir appfi$r^ 
aoce on the opposite hills. ^^ To artns, 
to arms !'' was beat, at half-past eight 

o'clock. Every thing was packed up u 
soon as possible, and left on the camp 
ground. 

We niched out two miles, to meet 
the enemy, formed line, and lay under 
cover of a hill, for about an hour, until 
tfiey came to us. We gave them one 
volley, and three cheers—three distinct 
cheers. Then all was as still as death. 
They came upon us, crying and shout- 
ing, to the very point of our bayoneta. 
Our awful silence and determined ad- 
vance, they x;ould not stand*. They put 
libout, and fled without much reaiatance. 
At this chaise we took thirteen guns, 
and one Genend. 

We advanced into a koIfciWi aqd form- 
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ed again : then returned in file, from.tiie 
rigbt in coaq)anies^ to the rear. The 

Fa^e^oh caooe do^ up<^ ^ f^-^* ^^ 
guve them pother ^ecimen of a charge, 
as effectual as pur firat, i^^d pursued 
tl^e^ three mileff. 

In our first charge, I felt my mind 
w^ver ; ^ breathless sensation came over 
me. The silence was appalling. I 
looked alongst the line : It was enough 
to assure me. The steady determined 
SGOwl of my companions assured my 
heart, and gave me deteimination. How 
unlike the noisy advance of the French ! 
It was in this second charge, our piper, 
George Clark, was wounded in the groin. 
We remained at our advance, until sun<!> 
set ; then retired to our camp ground. 
The ground was so unequal, that I saw 
little of this battle, which forced the 
French to evacuate Portugal. 

Qq my return firqm the pursuit at 

d6 
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Morite Video, the birds of prey were 
devouring -the slain. Here I beheld a 
sight, for the first time, even more hor- 
rible; the peasantry prowling about, 
more ferocious than the beasts and birds 
of prey, finishing the work of death, and 
carrying away whatevier they thought 
worthy of their grasp. Avarice and 
revenge were the causes of these hor- 
rors. No fallen Frenchman, that showed 
the least signs of life, was spared. They 
even seemed pleased with mangling the 
dead bodies. When light failed them, 
they kindled a great fire, and remained 
around it all night, shouting like as 
many savages. My sickened fancy felt 
the same as if it were witnessing a feast 
of cannibals. 

Next morning we perceived a column 
of the enemy upon the sand hills. We 
were all in arms to receive them, but it 
turned out to be a flag of truce. We 
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returned to ottc old carnp ground, trheffe 
we remained three days^ during the time 
the terms of a cafpitulation were afnln^ 
ing. We then got orders to niarch t6 
Lisbon^r Oh our arrival there, the 
French flag was flj^ng on all the bat- 
teries and forts. We were encamped 
outside of the town ; and marched in 
our guards^ next day, to take possession, 
aftd relieve all the French guards.' At 
the same time, the French flag was 
hauled down, and we hoisted, in its 
stead, the Portuguese standard. 

We remained in camp, until the day 
the French were to embark. We were 
then marched in, to protect them from 
the inhabitants : but, notwithstanding all 
we could do, it was not in our power to 
hinder some of their sick from being mur- 
dered. The Portuguese were so much 
enraged at our interference in behalf of 
the French, that it was unsafe for two or 
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three soldiers to be seen alone. The 
French had given the Portuguese muck 
cause to hate them ; and the latter are 
not a people who can quickly forgive 
an injury, or let dip any n^an^ of re- 
venge, however base. 

On the 27th October, we quitted Lisr 
bon, and marched to Abrantes, where 
we remained fourteen days. Then we 
marched to Camponia, and remained 
there, for an order to enter Spain. 

The first place we arrived at in Spain 
was Badajos, where we were very kindly 
treated by the inhabitants and Spanish 
soldiers. We remained there about a 
fortnight, when the division commanded 
by General Sir Jc^n Hope, to which I 
belonged, received orders to march to* 
wards Madrid. We halted at Escurial, 
about seven leagues from Madrid» and 
remained there five days ; but were at 
length forced to retreat to Salamanca« 
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TVo days l)efore our arrival at Sda- 
' tBBXkCt^w^ were forced to form ourselves 
into t square, to r^pel the attacks of the 
(enemy J and in that position we remained 
, fill night* It was one of th^ severest 
nights of cold I ever endured in my life. 
At that time we wore long hair, formed 
into a club at the back of our heads. 
Mine was frozen to the ground, in the 
morning ; and, when I attempted to rise, 
my limbs refused to support me for 
some time. I felt the most excruciating 
pains over all my body, before the blood 
began to circulate. 
We marched forty-seven miles this day, 
. before encamping, and about nine miles 
to a town ne^t morning, where the in- 
habitants were very kind to us. They 
brought out, into the marketrplace, large 
tubfuls of .accadent, (a liquor much used 
in Spain,) that we might take our plea- 
sure of it ; and ^yery thing they had 
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that we stood in need of. ' This dsy we 
were under the necessity of burying six 
guns, on account of the horses Mling, 
being quite worn down by fatigue. The 
head-quarters of the army were at Sahi^ 
manca. Our division was quartered, 
three leagues from it^ at Alva de 
Tormes* : 

On the 14th of December, we ad-*- 
vanced to a place called Torro. - Tlie . 
roads were bad; the weather very se-- 
vere ; all around was covered with snow. 

Our fatigue was dreadful, and our 
sufferings almost more than we could 
endure. 

On the 24th of December, our hisad- 
quarters were at Sahagun. Every heart . 
beat with joy. We were all under 
arms, and formed to attack the enemy. 
Every mouth breathed hope : " We will 
beat them to pieces, and have our ease, 
and enjoy ourselves,'* said my comrades. 
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I ''even preferred any short strtiggte; 
howevet severe, to the di*eiadful way of 
life we were, at this time, pursuing; 
With heavy hearts, we received orders ta 
retire- to our quarters : *• And won't we 
be allowed to fight? sure we*d beat 
them,** said an Irish lad near me j " by 
Saint Patrick, we beat them so easy, the 
General means to march us to death, 
and fight them after !" 

Next morning we fell back upon 
Majorga, on the road to Benevente. 

On the 25th, Christmas day, We com- 
menced our rout for the sea-coast, 
melancholy and dejected, sinking under 
extreme cold and fatigue, as if the very 
elements had conspired against us : then 
commenced the first day of our retreat. . 

On the 26thj it rained the whole diay; 
without intermission. The soil here ii 
of a deep rich loam, and the roads were 
knee-deep with clay. To form a regular 
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p$rGh was impossible, yet we kept in 
tegiments ; but oajp sufferings wera m 
great) that many of our troops lost fell 
their natural activity and spirits, nqd 
became savage in their disposition. 
The idea of running away from an ^ne* 
my we had beat with so much ease At 
Vimeira, without even faring a ^faiet, 
yfBS too galling to their feelings, Ea^ 
spoke to his fellow, even in common co&- 
versation, with bitterness ; r^ge flashing 
from their eyes, even cm thje most tridiag 
occasions of disagreement. i 

The poor Spaniards had little to ex- 
pect from such men as these, who bill- 
ed them for their inactivity. Everyone 
found at home, was looked upon as a tn|ir 
tor to his country. <^ The British are ber$ 
to fight for the liberty of Spain, and Vfhy 
is not every Spaniard under arms and 
fighting ? The cause is not ours ; aii4 
are we to be the only sufferers ?*' ^wh 
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.was the common language of the sol-* 
diera ; and from these feelings pillage 
and outrage ndturally arose. The con- 
duct of t^he men, in this respect, called 
fortli, on the 27th, a severe reprimand 
from the Commander-in-Chief. 

We halted at Benevente for one 
night. Just as the last division of our 
army entered into the town, the drums 
beat to arms. Every man was on the 
alert, and at his post, in an instant 
The cavalry poured out at the gates to 
meet the enemy ; but the French did 
not like the manner and spirit that ap- 
peared amongst us. They retired from 
the heights, and we endeavoured to 
pass the night, in the best manner in our 
power. 

28th, the Spaniards now gave us no 
assistance, save what was enforced. The 
Duke of Ossuna has here a castle sur- 
passing any thing I had ever seen. It 
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was such, on our arrival, as I have read 
the descriptioa of, in Uooks of iairy talis* 
I blush for our men; I would* blame 
them too; alas! how can I, wfaeml 
think upon their dreadful situation, &h 
tigued and wet, shivering; perishing 
with ©old ? — no fuel to be got, not even 
straw to lie upon> Can men in suchijl 
situation admire the beauties of >^art'7 
Alas ! only so far as they relieve his orudl 
and destroying wants. Every thing 
that would burn, wad convWtisd iikita 
fuel, and even the fires were^ placod 
against the walls, that they might 
last longer and burn better.: Maay 
of our men sl^pt all night wrapt in rich 
tapestry, which had -b^d' torn down io 
make bed-clothes. . , . ■ . • 

Scarce was our rear^guard within. the 
town, ere the alarm was sounded. • We 
rushed to our posts, pushing the ibha- 
bitants out of our Wjayi 'i Ijl^omen and 



ch{ld]:^]Qh crowded the streets, wringing 
their hands^ MAcBllixig upon their satDts 
lor prot^tion. - The [opposite plain; ww 
co\^ered with .fugifiives. The .Ffench# 
as usual, liked. siiot the spirit with which 
we formed^ and, th0 ardour with which 
ou*^cqA??alryrriasUed froinf^^ They 

wferercoiitetjt to look upmi us^ from th£l 
neighbouring heights. The bridge 
were ordered to be destroyed, which 
wis done before day. That ovel' the 
Eda* had beea : destroyed ; to little- pui:7 
pose, as a ford was found, only 300 yards . 
farther vdown the riven The picqu^ts 
hastenied thither^ and were skirmishing 
with four jsquadroas of the Imperial 
Giiaords, whah'ad already fcwrmed qn the 
bank. The 1 0th Hussars were Sent for. 
Oh their arrival. General Stewart, with 
them* and the picquets, charged and 
drove the Imperial Guard into the 
rivca?* tThey crossed in the utmost 
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confusion, but formed on the ot>poiiit^ 
bank. Some pieces of artillery that liaid' 
been> placed at the bridge, soon dispefsis^ 
them/ G^eneral Lefebvre, cominandei? 
of the Imperial Guards, and serentf 
prisoners, were the fruits of this action; 
We were told, by the Spaniards, that 
Buonaparte saw this affidr from the 
heights. 

On the SOth, we reached Astorga^' 
which we were led to believe was to be 
our resting-place, and the end of our 
fatigues. Here we found the army of 
General Romana. I can convey no de« 
scription of it in words. It had nioir^ 
the appearance of a large body of pea^ 
sants, driven fVom their homes, ftmish- 
ed and in want of every thing, than i 
regular army. Sickness was making 
dreadful havoc amongst them. It was 
whispered we were to make a stand 
here. This was. what we all wished* 
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though none believed. We had been 
told 96 ftt Benevente; but our move- 
ments had not the smsdlest appeantned 
tf a retreat, in which we were to fac^ 
about and make a stand; they werd 
more like a shameful flight. 

From Astorga to ViUa iFranca de 
!lKer2o^ is about sixty miles. From Sa- 
lamanca to Astorga may be called the 
first and easiest part of this tragedy, in 
which we endured many privations and 
much fatigue ; from Astorga to Villa 
Franca, the second, and by far the more 
severe part. Here we suffered misery 
without a glimpse of comfort. At As- 
torga, there were a great many pairs of 
shoes destroyed. Though a fourth of the 
army were in want of them, and I 
iunong the rest, yet they were consumed 
alohgst with the other stores in the ma- 
gaztnesi 



\ 



7^ fOUBNAL OP. A SOLDI BH. 

. The first sixteen miles, the road lay 
wholly up the mountain, to the sunupit 
of Foncebadon ; and the country was 
open. At this time it was a barren waste 
of snow. At the top of the mountaia is 
a pass, which is one of the strongqgt, 
they say, in Europe. It is about eight 
pr nine miles long. All the way through 
tliis pass, the silence was only interrupt- 
ed by the groans of the men, who, unable 
to proceed farther, laid themselves down 
in despair to perish in the snow; or 
where the report of a pistol told tbe 
death of a horse, which had fallen down, 
unable to proceed. I felt an unusual 
listlessness steal over me. Many times 
have I said, " These men who have re- 
signed themselves to their fate, are hap- 
pier than I. What have I to struggle 
for ? Welcome death ! happy deliverer!" . 
These thoughts passed in my mind ku 






ttitehtarily. Often have I been ar*rakett^ 
ed otrt of this state of tbrpor, by li^ con- 
stant ftifend Donald, when felKng dtit-of 
the line of march to lie down in diispair. 
The rain poured in torrents ; the melted 
snow was half knee-deep in many places, 
and stained by the blood that flowed 

• ■ I 

from our wounded arid bruised feet. To 
iiidd^t6 our misery, we were forced 
by turns to drag the baggage. This 
was more than human nature could sus« 
tain, ^any waggons were abandoned, 
and much ammunition destroyed^ Our 
arrival at Villa Franca closed the second 
act of our tragedy. 

From Villa Franca we set out on the 
3d January, 1809« What a New-year's 
day had we. passed! Drenched with 
1^, 'fkniiished with cold and hunger, 
igndiiuit when oui* misery was to cease. 
This '^*ft3 the most dreidful period 
qC jrny;. Jiifip. . How. differently did we 
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pass our hogmanay* j from the 
ner our friends were passing theirs^ at 
home. Not a voice said, <<I wish you 
9, happy new-year;" each seemed to 
look upon his neighbour as an abriij^* 
pient to his own comforts. His loo^ 
seemed to say << One or other of the 
articles you wear would be of great ua^ 
to me; your shoes are better t)iaa 
those I possess ; if you were dead, they 
would be mine.'* 

JBefore we set out, there were move 
magazines destroyed. Great numbqni 
would not leave the town, but concealed 
themselves in the wine cellars, which I 
they had broken open, and were left ^ 
there ; others, afler we were gone, fol* 
lowed us. Many came up tp the^asmy 
dreadfully cut and wovmdfid by the 
French cavalry, who rode *hrough t^ 
long lines of these lame defence^^ 

« The last day of die year, it io Gdkd in Skmdttid. 
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wretcbes, slashii^ among them as a 
8chobl4>oy does amongst thistles. Smne 
of them, faint and bleeding, were forced 
to pass alongst the line as a wamitig to 
others. Cruel warning ! Could the ur- 
g&icy of the occasion justify it? There 
was something in the appearance of 
Ihese poor, emaciated, lacerated wretch* 
es, that sickened me to look upon. Many 
around me said, ** Our commanders are 
worse than the IVench : will they not 
even let us die in peaee^ if they cannot 
help us ?*' Surely this was one way to 
brutattze the men, and lender them £u 
miliir to scenes of cruelty. 

Dreadful as obr former march had 
been, it was from Villa Franca iimt the 
march of death may be said to have 
begun. On the day. aflber we left that 
phee, ve were attacked by the FrencHt 
but drove them back» and renewed our 
march. 

£ f 
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' From Villa Franca to Ga»tro, is one 
continued toil up Monte del Cebiero. 
It was one of the sweetest scenes I i^eF 
beheld, could our eyes have-enjoyed anjr. 
thing ^at did- not minister to our wantd; 
There was nothing to sustain our j^ 
mished bodies, or shelter them from the 
rain t>r show. We were eitlier drenched 
with rain, or crackling with ice. Fuel 
we oould find none. The sick and 
wounded that we had been stiH enabled 
to drag with us in the waggons, were 
now kft to perish in the snow. The 
rOad was one line of bloody foot^iiuijdks, 
from the sore feet of the men ; and^ on 
its sides, lay the dead and the dying. 
Huihah nature could do no more. 
Donald McDonald, the^ hardy High- 
lander, began to ^il« H^ as well as 
niyself had long been bare-footed and 
ktme; he^ that had' enbooniged me' to 
proceed, now himself lay down to dfe. 
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For two : days; he had been almost blind, 
aild Unable, ifrom a severe cold, to' hold 
up his head;^ We sat dowii tpgether ; 
i3ot a:!wQn£ es^ped. our Kps. /We 
looked around-— then at. each; odiec^ 
and closed our eyes. We- felt there 
mfA no hope. We would have given 
ific (Charge, a farewell to our friends; 
but - wbQ .was to carry it ? 1/here 
were, not far from us, . here and there» 
•above thirty in the same situatidn 
Miih ourselves. There was, nothing but 
groans^ mingled with vcxec^ratiohs, to be 
•heard^' between the pauses of the wind. 
I attepipted to pray, and recommend 
fllyself.td God ^ but my mind; was so 
ccttifused, I could not arrange my ideas. 
I aliioi6t think I was dei*anged. We 
had not sat * half, an hour ; sleep was 
stealing upon me j when I perceived a 
bustle around me.. It was an advanced 
|iar|y of the Erench.. Unconscious of 

£3 
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the action, I started upon my Saat, 
levdled my musket, which I had atiU 
retained, fired, and fcumed with '^bit 
other stra^lers. The French faced 
about and left us. There were mcMtt 
of them than of us. The action, and 
the approach of danger in a shape 
which we had it in our power to repci^ 
roused our dormant feelings, and : wi 
joined at Castro. 

From Castro to Lugq is about fbrl^ 
eight miles, where we were promiaad 
two day^s rest Why should I contanue 
longer this melancholy narrative P Do- 
nald fell out again &om sickness ; and I 
from lameness and fatigue. When the 
French arrived, we formed with ,tiit 
others as before, and they fell back* . I 
heard them, more than once, say, a^ 
they turned from the points of our 
bayonets, that they would rather face a 
hundred fresh Germans, than ten dying 
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English. So ffteat was the alarm Ve 
caused in them. How mortifying to 
think,. at these moments, that wie were 
su£fering all our misery, .flying from ah 
enemy who dared not fight us, and fled 
from us, poor wretches as we werel 
How unaccountable was our situation ! 
Noae could be more galling to our feel- 
ings. .While we rah, they pursued: 
the moment we faced about, they halted^ 
If we advanced, they retired. Never 
had' we fbu^t but with success ; never 
were we attacked, but we forced them 
to retire. "Let us all unite, whether 
our officers will or not,- and annihilate 
these French cowards, and shew our 
country it is not our fault that we run 
thus ; let us secure our country from 
disgrace, and take a sweet rev^ge/' 
l%is was the language of the more 
spirited men, and in it the others joined^ 
from It hope of relieving their miseries. ' 

E 4 
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With feelings such as these, with a gia- 

dtial increase of sufferings, we struggled 

onwards. Towards the close of this 

journey, my mind became^unfit for any 

minute observation. I only marked what 

I myself was farced to encounter. How. 

I was sustained, I am unable to con* 

ceive. My life^ was misery. Hun^w^ 

Cold, and fatigue, had deprived death o£ 

all its horrors. My present sufferings 

I felt; what death was, I could only 

guess. . " I will endure every thing/ in 
the hope of living to smooth the closiBg 

years of my mother's life, and atotie for 
my uhkindness. Merciful God !' si^ 
port me.'' These ejaculations were al<- 
waya the close of my melancholy mus- 
ing ; after which I felt a new invigoara- 
tion, though, many times, my reflections 
were broken short by iscenes of horror 
that came in my way. One^ in particu« 
lar^ I found, after I catne home, had 
been much talked of: 
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« 

/ , After i^ had gained the summit of 
Monte del Castro, and were descending^ 
I was roused by a crowd of soldiers. 
My curiosity prompted me to go to it ; 
I knew it must be no common occurrence 
that could attract their sympathy. Judge 
cf the feelings which I want words to ex- 
-pressp 'In the centre lay a woman, 
^yoiing and lovely, though cold in death, 
.and a diiid, apparently about six or se- 
ivei^ months old> attempting to draw 
mppdrt from the breast of its dead 
•mpther. Tears filled every eye, but 
ino one had the power to aid. While 
^SMi'iltobd around, gazing on. the in- 
teresting object, then on each other, 
none ofiered to speak, each heart was 
to fulL At length cOne of. General. 
jMoore'i^3tsk£&<^Qer8 \:kme up^ and d6- 
: sifed the iiifant to be j^yen to hmn He 
<voUed it in his cloak, 'amidst the bless- 
ungs -of every spectator.. Never shall 
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I efl&ce the benevcdence of his lopk 
from my heart, when he said, ^ Unifat- 
tunate infant, you will be my futiue 
oire." 

From the few remaining waggons we 
had been able to bring with us, women 
and children, who had hitherto sustain- 
ed, without perishing, all our aggravate 
ed sufferings, were, every now and thes^ 
laid out upon the snow, frozen to deadk 
An old tattered blanket, or some other 
piece of garment, was all the burial dwt 
wds given them. The sddiers who pa« 
rished lay uncovered, until the next fidi 
of snow, or heavy driS;, conctaled their 
bodies. * 

Amidst scenes like these, we anvrod 
at Lugo. Here, we were to hbve eb* 
tained two days' rest ; but fiite *w9m mot 
yet weary of enjoying our mtimies» Oa 
our arrival, I tried alt in oif power to 
find a idiRce £br Demld. . 13ie best I 



I 
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could find was 4 bake4ioust<= Helaj^ 
down in one of the baking-troughs : I 
put a teck over him. In two minutes, the 
steam began to rise out of the trOdgbj in 
a continued cloud ; he Mi asleejs and 1 
went in search of some refreshment ^ I 
was not half an hour away> when I retunl«^ 
ed with a little bread; he was still asleep^ 
and as dry as a bone :* I was Wet as 
mire. I felt inclined tecHite than ono6 
to wake him ; I did not,- but lay do^MI 
on a sack, and fell asleq). I awoke be«^ 
fore faim^ quite dry. There were three 
or four more, lying down on the floor be- 
side me^ a^ep. My haversack had 
been rifled' while I slept, and my little 
store of breafd was gone. It wad vain to 
eomplain; I had no resource. Cmtu 
cudji I examined those ' around me 
adeep, but tbimA nethkig. Again I 
sallied forth ; m^' to my graat jejr/i'SMr 
a sddier lying unablete rise^ he wa* i6 

E 5 



84k JOUEMAL QF A SOLPIPR. 

drunki^ His havers^k seemed , pri^|F 
full : I went to him, and found ii^: it 4 
large piece of beef, and some bread* v: X 
scrapled not to appropriate them to qty* 
self. I hastened back to Donald, aiji^ 
we had. a good meal together. ;I ifi^^fc. 
strpnger, and Donald was in betf^gr spi* 

ThQ bridges, between Villa Franc^t 
and Lugp:had been imperfectly desl4'.jfQ(t 
ed. ; The French made their, appearance* 
on the 5th^ of. January, and to(d( up, ft 
ppsiition opposite to our reaf guar4ii<9 
small valley only dividing them &ap it, 
This ^ilght, we remained stai^oigiaj^ 
fields until day broke, our aa:nu(,pjtt|pdt 
The sky was on^ continued ^x^ws^i^ 
stars; n(>tia cloud to.be. seen, afidth^ 
frost ;was most intense. Words fqil xoiWrto 
exptQss whs^t we suffepied£pom the. ,n^o&t 
duaadful coldv , We atterpatoly. went ta 
,tbQrpalm'.s)di9 ojT.eaictjL ^Qtheri to be shel* 



tisred from thet^d..^ Xn this mjanD^, 
¥7ti^i day at length broke* upon 9s, we 
had retrograd0d,^ over twofields^ f jpom the 
8^t where we had piled pur arms. Many 
had kin do¥m, thrqugh the night, py^- 
cdme by sleep) from which the last trumi- 
pet ojpjy will awaken thje^.: • ^ 

On the 6th, theepen^y attadce^o^r 
OQt>^sts i but were r^c^ved fly pur far 
tigued-Aod famished iSjQ^ViijWiii.^tfej fJS 
3»uch ^ayery as if they had passed^ the 
night :iti comfortable bsucracks. Th^y re- 
pujks^ U)^ French in.^very assault, The 
souaA pftit^ battle: roused our drooping 
henrtsrp-,^. Revenge pr deadi !" s^d-jp^y 
^MWir^es,: a savage joy glirtppisg-j iu 
thei^r eyos* hBut the day clo$ed^ W^ythput 
aliyi alftftck fi^theron either, sidQ.iv;i ,j 
; J On the 7th> they. came upoauftagain^ 
sM)d> w#r<? ipore quiqkly repuked^hj^^yo^ 
.^ ^ , MSpfrej From, the ifinft n^ooMiQit 
of t^;J^ttft?lf, ;wwt as Iqngas the .Fi;e«wh 
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were before . us, discipline was restored^ 
and the officers were as punctually 
obeyed as if we had been on parade «t 
home. We felt not our sufferings; so 
anxious were we, to end them by a vie* 
tory, which we were certain of obtain'^ 
ing. But Soult seemed to know our 
spirits better than our own command- 
ers i and) after these two last sample^^ 
kept a respectful distance. We stood 
to our arms until the evening, the ene^ 
my in frtmt, amidst snow, rain, aad 
storms. Fires were then lighted, aod 
we commenced our retreat, after dark. 

Before our reserve left Lugo, general 
orders were issued, warning and exitort^ 
ing us to keep order, and raarck toit 
gether ; but, alas ! how could men ob» 
serve order amidst Buch sujBferingsP or 
men, whose feet were nak^ and sori^ 
keep up with men who, being more £»• 
tuaate, had better shoes aad stroager 
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ecmstitiitioiift ? 'Pie officers, in. many 
pointBy suffered as much as the men. I 
have seen officers of the guards, and 
others, worth thousandi^ with piepe^ of 
old blankets wrapt round their feet and 
legs ; tile men poiiltiiig at them,, with a 
malicious satutfaiitian,i'sa^g, ^^^ There 
goes three tiiousand a*year;'' or, ^ There 
goes the prbdigod^ son, o&his return to 
his : father^ cured ^f > his 1 ^ waiideksngSi^^ 
Even in die midst of all our sorrows^ 
there was a bitterness of spirit, a savage^ 
nesB ofwxt^ that made a jest (^ its own 
miseries.: l:..::^ v;.^^- ,.- i 

Tlie great &ult ofotnr soldiersi at this 
timiB^iwas an inordinatia: desire for qri- 
rits of Bxxg kmd. iThey sacrificed tJtfiiir 
]ifir^d.sa£ety fordtiniG^ in: many ways; 
Hx they lay- diMirhointexieatediqK>i^'ttie 
snow, and^dqittte^diiipitaCdeatlLiiittry 
staggteing bddiid, . ^iMw merkiken and 
cii|r down Igic tbe' liielmJbeai Futndi id-> 
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4ierfir : i the most favourable i eivsentt c^bb 
to be taken f)risoxier£L So . great > .iras 
tiseir propensity to drown their ixm&iy 
in liquor, that we were often exppsed to 
cold and rain, for a whole night, in order 
that we might be^ kept irom the ;i^Uie 
stores of a neighbouring It6wn«iy i ^ :...;, 
.y- Why shoti\d;I detain the. xeftder loi^g- 
<6r cm our. march ?-**^v!ery: day of .w)ii|i)b 
* was like the day. that was paat, ; saveiE.iin 
,our inability to. contend: with oiir Jiacd- 

; < We atrive^ at Coradne^ an/the i^titii 
January, I809. How shall I.dmciibe 
•my sensations at the &8t sight jrfLthe 
ocean? I fdit^alLmy foirmer desponiitea^ 
Jbrop froin my mind. .My galled' ieet 
strode ^iigfater^ oii the lidy/ rood..* 'Ev^ry 
*&ce near me seemed to > fad^liteix up, 
/Britainaiidthc^Sea, are twiMta'ds whi^ 
icanDot'faei&uiiited. . Theifeaahd home 
-iqipesuredoneandtheaim^* We>wace 
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hot cactt; down, at there being no; traa^ 
sports» or ships of -war,, there. They had 
been ordered.. to Vigo, btit they were 
hourly expected,.; 

On the 13tb, . the French made tbe^ 
appeateace on the opposite side of: the 
river Mero. They todt up a position 
4eax a village, called Perilloy on the left 
flank, and occupied the houses along dxe 
rivef. We could perceive their num- 
berft hourly increasing. 
. On the 14th, they commenced a c^an- 
nchiade on out position; but our artillery 
iooit forced them to withdra^y their gu^s, 
and faU back. Oa tlm day,^ our friends, 
the tars, made their af^eaTance $ and ^U 
'iifias'hicn^tle, preparing for embarkation. 
The wh<de artillery was embarked, saye 
aevea six-pounders andionp howitzer, 
'^hich werei placed in line, and<;]fp^r 
l^anifih guns, which wero kept as a re- 
jrarve^ . Our position wa& such^, tha^^ ^yi^ 
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txnjSA not use many guns. The sick 
and dismounted cavalry were sent on 
board with all expedition. I supported 
my friend Donald, who was now very 
weak, and almost blind. 

On my return to the camp, I witness* 
ed a most moving scene. The beach was 
covered with dead horsed, and reSouluU 
*d with the reports of the pistols tluit 
were carrying this havoc amongst thetn; 
The animals, as if warned by the dead 
bodies of their fellows, appeared fittntiCt 
neighed and screamed in the mostil%h6* 
iul manner* Many broke loose and gftt^ 
loped alongst the beach, with their manes 
erect, and their mouths wide open. '' 

Our preparations continued until the 
l€^i when every thing was completed; 
and we were to begin our embarkation 
at four o'clock. About mid^day, we 
were all under arms, when intelligence 
that the French were advancing^ 
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We soon perceived them pouring down 
upon our right wing: our advanced 
picquets had commenced firing. The 
right had a bad {losition ; yet, if we lost 
it, our ruin was inevitable. Lord Wil» 
liam Bentinck's brigade, composed of 
the 4th, 42d, and 50th, had the honour 
of sustaining it, against every effort of 
the French, although the latter had 
every advantage in numbers and artil- 
lery. They commenced a heavy £re^ 
from eleven great guns placed in a 
most favourable manner on the hiUL 
Two strong columns advanced, on the 
right wing ; the one along the road^ the 
other skirting its edges: a third ad^ 
vahced, on the centre; a fourth ap. 
proached slowly, on the left; while a fifth 
remained half way down the hiUi in the 
same direction, to take advantage of the 
first favourable moment. It was at thiB 
time, that Sir David Baird had his arm 
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shattered. The sp^cb between the two 
lines was much: intercepted by stone 
walls and hedges. It was :perceived :by 
Sir John' Moore, as the; two lines. dosed, 
that the French extended^considerahle 
way beyond the right flaidc oi' the JSri> 
tish i and a stirong body of- them iwees 
seen advancing up the vall^^ito turn it; 
One half of the fi>arth: wa,si ordezed>ik> 
&11 back, and form an'obj^use angle with 
the other half. This was doiie as.car* 
vectly as could be wished, and a seveae 
flanking fire commenced upon th^:ttd&i 
vancing French. The 50th, after cUflib- 
ing pver an enclosure, got r^tiin £di^ 
of the French^ ch^ged^ andldrciiretfaem 
out of the village £lvma; . fo tfais 
chiEirge^ithey loist Major Napier, 'wha was 
woimded and made prisoner.;. Major 
Stanhope was .m«irtaUy woilnded. Sir 
John was at the head o£>ievery charge^ 
Every thing was done ^usdet his awa 
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eye. "Remember Eg3^tl** said he^ 
axidihe4£d drove all before them, as 
the gaHasnt 2iOth had done. Thci <}uard^ 
were ordered to Iheir support.' Theiir 
ammumtibn being all spent, i througfar 
some 'mistake, they were falling back r 
^^ Aibmuhition is coming, . you have 
yoxnr ba;^iiets,'': said Sir John. ' This 
wasi enough ; onwards th^ rushed, over^ 
fairriing every thing. The enemy kept 
up their hottest fire upon the spot where 
they were. It wbs at this moment, JSir 
John received his death wound. HJe 
was borne off the fii^ by six sddierk of 
the 4^ and the Guards; : We now. ad4 
vanced to the suf^ort'of the rigfat,:ied 
by Lord Paget. Colonel Beckwitl^ 
wit*h the rifle corps, pushed all befoito 
hini; and neaiiy took .one of: thit&.cati) 
iMti i bat a ve^ superior columQ Voiced 
him to retire. Lord Paget, howeveij 
repulsed this cohuiln^ and dispersed 
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Qveiy thmg before htm : when» the IbAt 
wing of the French being quite exposed^ 
they withdrew and attacked our centre, 
under Mannington and Leith ; but, 
ihis position being gck>d, they were 
easily repulsed. They likewise failed in 
every attempt on our left. A. body ef 
them had got possession of a village on 
the road to Betanzos, and continned 
to fire, under cover of it, till dislodg^ 
by Lieutenant-Colonel NichoUs. Shordy 
after this, night put a period to the bat* 
tie of Corunna. 

At ten o'clock. General Hope order<» 
ed the army to nuprch off the fidd» jfagr 
brigades; leaving strong piquets ta 
guard the embarkation. I remained in 
iiie rear guard, commanded by Mtyn^ 
General Beresford, occupying the lines 
in firont of Corunna. We had made 
great fires, and a few erf* the freshest of 
<mr men were left to keep them upi 

8 
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and ran round thenii to deceive tiie ene« 
my. 

At dawn there was little to embark^ 

save the rear-guard^ and the reserver 

commanded by Major-General HiU, wha 

had occupied a promontory behind Ca« 

runna. We were scarcely arrived oa 

the foeach, ere the French began to fire 

upon the transports in the harbour, front 

the heights of St. Lucia. Then all be« 

came a scene of confusion. Several of 

the masters of the transports cut their 

cables.. Four of the transports ran. 

ashore. Not having time to get them 

qSf we were forced to burn then). The 

idiips of war soon silenced the Frenchr 

gunsy and we saw no more of themw 

There was no regularity in our talung 

the bpats. The transport that I gpt ^ 

had part of seven yegiiftppts on bMJfF^ 

The £|p%niardB areaG0^^tgeQU8 peoplef 
th^mov^n wave4 their handk^cUcxfil 
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to US from the rocks, whilst the men 
0ianned the batteries against the French, 
to cover our embarkation. UnmincUul 
of themselves, they braved a superior 
^hemy, to assist a friend who was unable 
to afford them further relief, — ^whom thciy 
had no prospect of ever seeing again. * ' 
' Secure within the wooden walls, b&B 
as our condition was, I felt compam* 
tively happy in being so fortunate as to 
be on board the same vessel with Do- 
nald. In relieving his wants, I felt less 
my own, and was less teased by the -wit 
and ribaldry of my fellow-sufferers j who, 
now that they were regularly served 
with provisions, and exempt from thte 
£atigues of marching and the miseries 
of cold, were as happy, in their rags aiid 
ftifl bellies, as any men in Ehgkhd. 

For two 'days after we came onboard, 
I felt the most severe pain#th^Qugh my 
whole body : the change Was so greM, 
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from the extreme cold of the wintet 
nightSy which we had passed ahnost 
without covering, to the suffocating heat 
of a crowded transport. This was not 
the most dis^eeablie part : vermin be- 
gan to abound. We had not been widi- 
out them in our march ; but; now, we had 
dozens, for one we had then. In vain we 
killtsd them ; they appeared to increase 
from the ragged and dirty clothes, of 
which we had no means of fireeing our- 
selves. Complaint was vain. Many were 
worse than myself: I had escaped with- 
out a wound, and, thank God ! though 
I had not a shirt upon my back, I had' 
my healthy after the two first daysy as 
wetfaseverrhiadit. 

On the morning of the tenth day 
after our etntiarkation, I was condoling; 
inrith Donald, who was now quite^ bUnd^ 
"~ r wifif ' never' be a soldier again, O" 
Thomas V I will ie* ndthing Imt Vtsoaii' 

F 
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the blind man. Had I been killed, — ^if . 
you. had left me to die in Spain,— it 
would have been far better to have Iain - 
still in a wreath of snow, than be, all my 
life, a blind beggar, a burden on my 
friends. Oh ! if it would please God to , 
take my life from me!" — " Land a-head ! 
Old England once again !" was called 
from mouth to mouth. Donald burst 
into tears : "I shall never see Scotland 
again ; it is me that is the poor dark .. 
man !" A hundred ideas rushed upon 
my mind, and overcame me. Donald . 
clasped me to his breast : our tears ^ 
flowed uninterrupted. 

We anchored that same day at Ply- . 
mouth, but were not allowed to land ; 
our Colonel kept us on board until we 
got new clothing. Upon our landings 
the people came round us, showing all . 
manner of kindness, carrying the lame 
and leading the blind. We were receiv- 
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cd into every Aouse as if we had been • 
their own relations. How proud did I ' 
feel to belong to such a people ! ' 

We were marched to Ashford bar-* 
racks, in the county of Kent, where we - 
remained from the month of February, 
1809, until we were marched to Gosport^i 
camp» where the army was forming for 
a secret . expedition* • During the five • 
weeks we lay in camp, Donald joined ^ 
us in good health and spirits. All the 
time I lay at Ashford, I had letters re- : 
gularly from my mother, which whiled 
away the time. 



We sailed from the Downs on the 
£8th of July, and reached Flushing in 
thirty hours, where we landed without 
opposition. Our regiment was the first 

f2 
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that, disembarked. We were brigaded^ 
aluogst with the 68th and 85th regiK 
ments, uadj^r the coounand of Mi^oik 
^> Gweral De RdEfenburgh^ Here, agaki, 

a9^ ia SkHith Americay I was forced to 
VFjoik. in the trenches^ in forming the 
batteries against flushing. 

. On the night of the 7th of August^ 
the Fi^ench sallied out upon our warla^, 
but were quickly forced back, with gneofc 
loss. They were so drunk, manyi of 
thern^ th^ they could not defend- tfaeau. 
sdyes ^ neither could they run a^wi^:, 
we, in fact, gave up the pmsuit, our* 
hearts would not allow us to kill such 
helpless wretches, a number of whom 
could not even ask for mercy. 

On the evening of the 10th, we had a 
di^^adful stonpe of thund^ and^i^ At 
the san^e tin«», tj»ei Ifrencb Qp^mow 
og^;n^ the sluices* aivi l^^dow^ tbui 
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the trendies. However, oA lihe iSik, 
in the evetring, v(re ^^dmliieneed a dfead- 
fiil fire tqgion the town, from the batte- 
ries, and ve^els in t^e hai1>our, whi<^ 
threw bombs land J'ockets on one sidd, 
whilst the batteries plyed them wifti 
round-shot on the ^her. I y^s stunn^ 
and bewildered by the noise ; the burdt* 

r 

ing of bombs and falling of chimney 
all adding to the incessant roar of the 
artillet^*. The smoke of the bulDiMg 
houses atid guns, fermed, altogether, ia 
scene not to be remembered but With 
hdrror, which was increased, at every 
cessation from firing, (which was Vdiiy 
short, by the ^pi^cing shrieks of the 
inhabitants, the wiulings of distrests^ aifd 
howling of dogs. The impressioiii ^ivte 
such as can never be eJSaced. Alk^r 
night fell, the firing ceased, save fyOa 
the mottar batteries. The noise was n6t 

fS 
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SO dreadful : the eye was now the sente 
that conveyed horror to the mind. The 

.enemy had set fire to Old Flushing, 

.whilst the New Town was kept burn- 
ings by the shells and rockets. The 
dark flare of the burning, the reflection 
on the water and sky, made all the space, 

; ^ far as the eye could reach, appear sot 

. abyss of fire. The faint tracks of ~ the . 
bombs, and luminous train of the rockets, 
darting towards, and falling into the 

. flames, conveyed an idea to my mind so 
appalling, that I turned away and shod- 

; dered. 

This night, our regiment was ad- 
vanced a good way in front, upon a aea 
4ike, through which the enemy had 
made a cut, to let the water in upon our 
works. Towards midnight, when the 
tide was ebb. Colonel Pack made a 

. sally into one of. the enemy's batteries. • 
We crossed the cut in silence ; Colonel 
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Pack entered first, and struck off the 
sentinel's head at one blow. We spiked 
their guns, after a severe brush. At the 
commencement, as I -leaped into the 
works, an officer seized my firelock be- 
fore I could recover my balance, and 
vrB,s iti the act to cut me down ; the 
sword was descending, when the push 
of a bayonet forced him to the ground. 
• It was Donald, . who fell upon us both. 
I extricated myself, as soon as possible j 
rose, and fell to work : there was no time 
to congratulate. The enemy had com- 
menced a heavy fire upon us, and we 
were forced to retire with forty prison- 
ers. We lost a great number of men, 
•killed, wounded, and missing. Donald 
was amongst the latter, but joined in 
the morning. 

Next morning, Monnet surrendered, 
and we marched into Flushing, sckrce a 
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house of which had escaped ; 2il was u 
scene of death and desolation. 

The wet and &tigue of the last iew 
days, had made me ill. I was scarce able 
to stand, jet I did not report myself sids:. 
I thought it would wear ^ff. Next night 
I was iipon guard. Hie night was 
dear and chill ; a tliin white vapour 
seemed to extend around, as far as I 
could see ; the only part free from it, 
were the saxkd heights. It covered tin 
low place where we lay, and was such 
us you see early in the .morning rbcKfwia 
the smi is ris^en, but mop^ dense^ I ffAt 
very uneomfodrtable in it ; my two hpiuvt 
I thpiigh^ o$ver woidd jexpire ; I cgiild 
not bipathe with ft^gw. J>fiE|»t m^mi- 
ing» I was 'm a burning fever, ^ Um^ ; 
at other times, trembling assijl id^iUed 
witb cold: I was unfit to r^wyfBik 
upon my feet. The surgeon told me» I 
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had taken the country disorder^ I was 
sent to the hospital ; mj disease wAs 
the same as that of which hundreds were 
dying. My spirits never left me ; a ray 
of hope would break in upon me, the 
moment I got ease, between the attacka 
of this most severe malady. 

1 was sent, with many others, to Braii- 
bumlees, where I remained eight weeks 
ill— ^ery ill indeed. All the time I wte 
in the hospital, my soul was oppressed by 
the distresses of my feUow^sufier^rs^ knA 
shocked at the conduct of the hospital 
men. Often have I seen them fighting 
over the expiring bodies of the patientii^ 
their eyes not yet closed in death, fbt 
articles of apparel that two had seized 
at once; ctirsing and oaths minglit^ 
with the d3ring groans and piiayers t£ 
the poor snfiereft. How drea^ftil t6 
think, as they were carried from eodb, 
side of me, it might he my turn next ! 

F 5 
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There was none to comfort, none to give 
a drink of water, with a pleasant coun- 
tenance. ' I had now time to reflect with 
bitterness on my past conduct ; here I 
learned the value of a parent's kindness. 
I had been unable to write since my 
illness, and I longed to tell my mother 
Vhere I was, that I might hear from hen 
I crawled along the wall of the hospital 
to the door, to see if I could find one 
more convalescent than myself, to bring 
me paper. I could not trust the hospi- 
tal men with the money. To see the 
face pf heaven, and breathe the pure air, 
wa$ a great inducement to this difficult 
exertion. I feebly, and with anxious 
joy, pushed up the door I hprrid mo<- 
ment, dreadful sight ! Donald lay up*, 
on the barrow, at the stair-head, to bie 
carried to the dead-room ; his face was 
uncovered, and part of his body naked. 
The light forsook my eyes, I hecame 
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dreadfully sick, and fell upon the body. 
When I recovered again, there was a va- 
cancy of thought, and incoherence of 
ideas, that remained with me for some 
time ; and it was long before I could 
open a door, without feeling an unplea- 
ant sensation. 

When I became convalescent, I sooiir 
recovered my wonted health. The rei. 
giment arrived at Braeburblees, upon 
Christmas day ; and I commenced iny 
duties as a soldier. By the death of 
Donald, I had again becohie a ^olitaiy. 
individual ; nor did I again form a 
friendship, while we lay here, which 
was until May, 1810 j at which time^ 
we got th$ rout for Deal. We remam<< 
ed thfcre, until the motith of September j 
when an order came for a drau^t of 600 
men, for service in Portugal ; bf whicb 
number I was one. ' 

F 6 
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There were bIx companies of 100 men 
each, embarked in two frigates ; 300 in 
each. I was on hoard the Melpomene. 

During the six days' sail to Lisbon, my 
thoughts were not the most agreeable. 
I was on my way to that country in 
which I had already suffered so much. 
Ti^y health was good, but my spirits were 
very low ; I could not yet bring myself 
tQ associate with the other men, so as to 
feel pleasure in their amusements. I 
found it necessary to humour them in 
many things, and be obliging, to aH. I 
was still called saucy, and little courted 
by my comrades to jdn them. I had 
changed my bed«feUow, more than once ; 
l^y not lilfing my diy manner^ as they 
called it. 
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On the serentb day after leaving Deal^ 
we were landed at Blaokhorse Square, 
Lisboni amidst the shouts of the inhabir 
tanta. We were marched to the top el* 
the town, and billeted in a convent, >■ A 
good many were billeted in the town^ 
the convent being not large enough to 
contain us. I was billeted upon a cook<» 
shop. 

Two years before, while encamped h^ 
fore Lisbon, I had often wished to entec 
the town ; now, I as ardently wished to 
leave it. I was sickened every hour of 
the day with the smell of garlic and oil. 
Eveiy thing there is fried in oil that witt 
fry : Oil and garlic is tioieir universal x^ 
lish. Cleanliness, they have not the 
leAat conceptioii of. The town is a 
dunghill from wA to end ; their pda^ 
pal squares are net even free from heapi 
offihh. You may make a shift to walk 
by the side of the streets^ with clean 
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shoes ; but cross one, if you dare. I in- 
quired at one of our regiment, who had 
been left sick, if they had any scaveo- 
gers ? •* Yes," said he, " they have one/* 
" He will have a great many under him?^ 
« None.*' " What folly, to have CHily 
one to such a city !" " And that one, 
only when he may please to come.*' 
« You joke with me." " No, I doirt : 
The rain is their street-cleaner ; he will 
be here soon ; there will be clean streets, 
while he remains ; then, tliey prepnfe 
work for him again." • * 

To my great joy, we paraded in the 
grand square, on the seventh day after 
our arrival, and marched, in sections, to 
the music of our bugles, to join the 4r- 
my i having got our csunp equipments^ 
consisting of a camp-kettle and bill-hoc^ 
to every six men ; a blanket, a canteen^; 
and haversack, to each man. Orders 
had been given, that each soldier, <m 
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his march, should carry alongst with 
hioif three days' provision. Our mess 
of six, cast lots who should be cook the 
first day, as we were to .carry the kettle 
day about: The lot fell to me. My 
knapsack contained two shirts, two pair 
of stockings, one pair overalls, two shoe- 
brushes, a shaving-box^ one pair spare 
shoes, and a few other articles ; my great- 
coat and blanket above the knapsack ; 
my canteen with water was slung over 
my shoulder, on one side ; my haversack 
with beef and bread, on the other ; six- 
ty round of ball cartridge, and the camp- 
kettle above alL 1 

I w^ now well broke down, .by y/h^t 
I had been in my first campaign Mrith 
Moore. How different was Tom, march- 
ing to school, with. his. satchel on Jbis 
back, from Tom, with his itipsk^t , aq^ 
Mtt *! fi private ;§oldier, ^an atom of^ftp 
lurmy, ui^eeded by ,aU» his. eopiiforts ost 

; ^ Kitt|.» tfina for a «oIidier'»neoessiirie8. • ^ 
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crificed to ambitioii, his untimely death 
talked of with indifference, and only 
counted in the gross with hundredSy 
without a sigh. 

We halted, on the first night, at a pa- 
lace belonging to the Queen of Portu^, 
called Saf rea, where we were joined by 
the Honourable Henry Cadogan, our 
Colonel. Next day, the 14th October,. 
1810, we joined the army at Sabral de 
Monte Agraco, a small town surrounded 
by hills. On the front is a hlU, called 
by our men Windmill HilU from a mitn« 
ber of windmills which were up<m it ; 
in the rear, another they called Oattofim 
Hillf from a gibbet standing there* 

We had not been three houiB in the. 
town, and were busy coercing, when the' 
alarm sounded. There were nine Bi^ 
tish, and three Portuguese regiments ia ^ 
the town. We were all drawn up, and 
remained under arms ; expecting, evety 
moment, to receive the ttemy, whose 
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skirtni^ers covered Wmdoull HiU« In 
about 4U1 hour, tisiie llg^t coi^p^es of 
all the regimefits were ordered <h^ 
aiongst with the Jl^. CJoiouel Cadog- 
an called to us, at the foot of the hiU^ 
'< My lads, this is the first affair I ha^ 
«ver been in, with you ; show me what 
you cajB da^ now or never/' We gave a 
hurra, tnd advanced ^p the hfll, diiving 
their advanced skirmisheirs b^ore ms, 
unta about half-way up, when w^ con?- 
menced a heavy fire, and w«re as hoti^ 
received*. In the meantkne, the w^ 
matnipg rc^ments evacuated the town. 
* The enemy pressed so hard upon us, Mie 
were forced to make th^ best of our way 
down the hill, and were dosely followed 
by the French, through the towa, up 
Gallows Hill*- We got behind a. mud 
wall, and kept our gmufid in spite «f 
their utmost efforts. Here we lay upon 
our arms all nig^t 
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Next morning, by day-break, thefe 
was not a Frenchman to be seen. As 
soon as the sun was fairly up, we advanc- 
ed into the town, and began a search for 
' provisions, which were now become very 
scarce ; and, to our great joy, found a 
large store-houSe full of dry fish, ilofO', 
rice, and sugar, besides bales of cldtl). 
AH now became bustle and mirth j fires 
were kindled, and every man became a 
cook. Scones ^ were the order of .'the 
day. Neither flour nor sugar were want- 
ing, and the water was plenty j-so^ilfeU 
to bake myself a flour scone. Mine was 
mixed and laid upon the fire, ^ and I, 
hungry enough, watching it. Thougli 
neither neat nor comely, I was anticipat- 
ing the moment wh^n it would be eat- 
able. Scarce was it warm, ere the bugle 
sounded to arms. Then was the joy 

* Thin flat cakes. 
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. that reigned a moment before, turned 
, io exeqrations. I snatched my scone oft' 
the fire, raw as it was, put it into niy 
: hatersack, and formed. We remamed 
/tmder arms, • until dark ; and then took 
^np our cAA quarters upon GaUows Hiii, 
riwbere I ate mjr raw scone, sweetly sea^- 
fK>ned by. hunger. In our advance to 
:jtbe towdi we were much entertained by 
'.some of our men who had got over a 
. .wall, the day before, when the enemy 
iwere in the rear ^ and, now, were put 
.to their shifts, taget over again, and 
scarce cotdd make it out 
. > Next morning, the French advanced 
*to a mud waU, about forty yards in front 
^of the one we lay behind. It rained 
heavily this day, and there waa very 
little firing. During the night, we re- 
ceived orders to cover the bugie aqd 
tartans of our bonnets with black crape, 
which had been served out to us during 
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the day, and to put on our great oMtiu 
Next morning the fVencK seeing usilitiAy 
thought we had retired, and left FM- 
tuguese to guard the heights. 11^ 
dreadful shouts, they leaped over that 
wall before which they had stood, wliMi 
guarded foy British. We w^re acaMb 
able to withstand their fury. To M- 
treat was impossible ; all behind hdltig 
ploughed land, rendered deep by tie 
rain. There was not a monmit to he- 
sitate. To it we fell, pell-mell, Frdusb 
ftnd British mixed together. It ^ms % 
trial of strength in single combat ; evcxy 
man had his opponent, many had two. 
I got one up to the waU, on tiie poidt 
of my baycmet. He was unhwrt: I 
would have spared him; buthewoidil 
not spare himself. He cutsed mi 
defied me, nor ceased to attack fl^ 
life, until he fell, pierced by my btffA- 
net His breath died away, in a ctttlte 
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and menace. This was the work of a 
moment : I was compelled ta this extre- 
mity. I was again attacked, but my 
antagonist fell, pierced by a rand^raGtr 
shot. We SOCHI fc»*ced them to retire 
over the wall, cursing iJieir mistake. 
At tU& moment, I stood gasping S&t 
breath ; not a shoe on my feet ; my bon- 
net had f^en to the ground. Unmind- 
ful of my situation, I followed the enemy 
ever the wallw We pursued them, about 
a mile, and then £^L back to the scene 
of our strug^e. It was- covered with 
dead and' wounded, bonnets and shMs 
trampled; smdv stuck in t&e mud. i ret- 
covered a^ p^iir of shoes: whether they 
had beetf m&ie of not i cannot tell; 
they were good^ 

Here I ^t get a^y pktndM*. A 
Ifoenoh' soldier lay upo& the gvoaii^ 
dead ; be bad' &dieB ba€kwiaffd» ; his hai 
had fallen off his head, whk^ was^ kept^ 
up by his knapsack. I struck the hat 
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with my foot, and felt it rattle ; seized 
it in a moment, and, in the lining, 
found a gold watch and silver crucifix. : 
I kept them ; as I had as good a right 
to them as any other. Yet they were 
not valuable in my estimation. At this 
time, life was held by so uncertain a 
tenure, and my comforts were so scantyj 
that I would have given the watch for 
a good meal, and a dry shirt. There 
was not a dry stitch on my back, at the 
time, nor for the next two days. 

In a short time the French sent in k 
flag of truce, for leave to carry » off 
tlieir wounded, which was granted.* 
They advanced to their old ground^ aod * 
we lay looking at each other for three' ' 
days J the two first of which, the raki' 
never ceased to poiu: ; the third day was 
good aqd dry. During this time, thel 
French withdrew their lines, and left^ 
only picquets. 
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On the third day, an officer and twelve 
men went to the wall/ as the French 
sentinels were become very remiss.. 
He looked over, and saw a pi^quet of 
fif )y men, ' playing cards> and amusing 
themselves. Our party levelled their 
muskets, and, gave them a volley. They , 
took to their ' heels, officers and all. 
There liyas no further att^k . made that . 
day ; and we retired behind the line of 
batteries, at night, quite worn out with 
hunger and fatigue. 

For five nights I had never been in 
bed, and, during a good part of that time, 
it had rained hard. We were upon 
ploughed land, which was rendered so 
soft, that we sunk over the shoes at every 
step. The mapner in whicl^ I passed the 
night, was thus: I placed my canteen, 
upon the ground, put my knapsack 
above, and sat upon it, supporting n^y 
head upon my hands j my musket, be« 
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tween my knees, resting upon Bay 
should^, and my blanket over allt— 
ready to start, in a moTnent, at the least 
alarm. The nights were chill : indeed 
in the morning; I was so sti£^ I could 
not stand or move with ease for some 
time; my. legs were benumbed to the 
knees. I was completely wet, three 
nights out of the five. A great number 
of the men took the fever and agu^ 
after we retired behind the lines. I was 
not a whit the worse. 

On our arrivai^^ behind the lines, our 
brigade, consistiiig o£ the 50tfar, 7ls^ 
and 92d, commanded by Major^Generat 
Sir William Erskine^ was quartered in a 
small vffiage, csdled" Siabreira. Our first 
care was to place out^posts and'sentinth 
bet weenthe batteries, about twenty yaaNb 
distant from each other. We commttm. 
cated with the Foot Guards, on our rij^H^ 
and tiie Brunswick in&ntry, on our left 
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Those off duly were employed throwing 
up batteries and breast-works, or break* 
ing up the roads. The day after we fell 
into the lines, the French^ placed sentii 
nds, id front of us, without any diiq)utei 
There was a small valley and stream oi 
water between us. 

We remained thus, for five weeks; 
every day, when off duty, forming 
defensive works, or breaking up the 
roads ; it being a place that no array 
could pass, save upon the highway* 
The advanced picquet of the French 
lay in a« windmill ; ours, consisting of 
one captain, two subalterns, and. 400 
men/ ill a small village. There Was only 
a distance of about 150^ yAid^ between 
us. We> learned, from the desecters^ 
that the French were mudh in want <^ 
j^ofmiotuk To phroveke titem^ our seik 
tifialiy ^timeSf would fix< a biscuit t6 
the point of their bayonetBy and pras^ot 

6 
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to them. One day the French had a bul- 
lock, in endeavouring to kill which thenr 
butcher missed his blow, and the animal 
ran off right into our lines. The French 
looked so foolish. We hurraed at thein, 
secured the bullock, brought him in 
front, killed him in style. They looked 
on, but dared not approach to seize him. 
Shortly after, an officer and four men 
came with a flag of truce, and suppli* 
cated in the most humble manner for 
the half of the bullock j which they got 
for godsake. 

On the evening of the 14th November, 
the French made their outposts stronger 
than they had yet been, and kindled 
great fires, after dark. We were all un^ 
der arms an hour before day, expecting 
to be attacked; but, when the day 
dawned) there was not a Frenchmaa to 
be seen. As soon as the sun was up, we 
set off after them. 
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When we arrived at Sobral, we found 
a great number of our men, who had 
been wounded on the 14th and 15th 
October, besides a greater proportion of 
French wounded and sick. We were told 
by our men, that the weakly men, and the 
baggage of the French army, had been 
sentoff eight days before. We were halted 
at Sobral, until provisions came up ; when 
three days allowance was served out to 
each man. We again 'commenced our 
advance. The weather was very bad ; 
it rained for a great part of the time 
without intermission. On the fourth day, 
we took about 100 prisoners, who had 
concealed themselves in a wood. 

This retreat brought to my mind the 
Corunna race. We could not advance 
100 yards, without seeing dead soldiers 
of the enemy, stretched upon the road, 
or at a little distance from it, who had 
lain down to die, unable to proceed 
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through hunger and fatigue. We could 
not pity them, miserable as they were* 
Their retreat resembled more that of 
famished wolves than men. Murder 
and devastation marked their way^ 
every house was a sepulchre, a cabin o£ 
horrors! Our soldiers used to wonder 
why the Frenchmen were not swept by 
heaven from the earth, when they wit- 
nessed their cruelties. In a small town 
called Safrea, I saw twelve dead bodies 
lying in one house upon the floor! 
Every house contained traces of their 
wanton barbarity. Often has a diadi^. 
of doubt crossed my mind, when read* 
ing the accounts of former atrocities j 
often would I think^^—they are exaggerate 
ed-— 4Jiank God we live in more civiliz-i 
ed times. How dreadfully were my 
doubts removed. I cease to describe, 
lest I raise doubts similar to my own. 
At this time, 1 got a distaste, 1 could 
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never overcome. A few of us went 
into a wine-store, where there was a 
large tun, with a ladder to get to the 
top, in which was a hole about two feet 
square. Tliere was not much wine in 
it, so we buckled our canteen straps to- 
gether, until a camp'-kettle attached to 
them reached the liquor. We drew it 
up oiice— we all drank : down it went 
again— it got entangled with something 
at the bottom of the tun — a candle was 
lowered ;— to our great disappointment, 
the corpse of a French soldier lay upon 
the bottom ! Sickness . came upon me ; 
and, for a long time afterwards, I shud- 
dered at the sight of red wine. The 
Portuguese soldiers never would drink 
red. wine, if white could be got. When 
I asked the reason, their reply was, they 
knew how it was made. 

We continued our pursuit, every day 
taking more or less prisoiiEiers, who were 

g3 
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unable to keep up with the main army, 
until we came in front of Santarem* 
Here we piled arms upon the sandy 
ground ; the French were in possessiorii 
of the heights. Colonel Cadogan made 
the smartest of the men run races, in 
front, for rum. From this sport, we 
were suddenly called to form line for 
attack : but the French position was too 
strong for us. By this time it was 
quite dark, and we had a large plain to 
cross, to a village where we were to halt 
all night. In our march we were put 
into confusion, and a good number of 
the men knocked over, by a flock of 
goats, of which we caught a few, whicft 
made a delicious supper for us. On 
our arrival at the village, we were forced 
to break up the doors, as the inhabitants 
would not let us in. 

Next morning was veiy wet. The 
following everiing, we halted at a village; 
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but two Portuguese regiments had been 
before us, and swept all away. We sent 
out parties to forage, and got some In- 
dian com, which we gi-ound, ourselves, 
at a mill; the inhabitants having all 
fled. We were then quartered in a con- 
vent in Alcanterina, where we lay from 
the beginning of December until 5th 
March, 1811. Provisions were very 
scarce. Fatigue parties were sent out, 
every day, for Indian corn and pot 
herbs. We had beef ; but we could not 
subsist upon beef alone, which was sel* 
dom good, being far driven, very tough, 
and lean. An accident procured us a 
short relief: some of our men, amusing 
themselves in piercing the ceiling, witli 
their bayonets, discovered a trap-door, 
and found a great conc^saled store of 
food and valuables. We fared well» 
while it lasted. Having very little du- 
ty, our time was spent at fck>t-ball. We 

G 4 
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were very badly off for shoes ; but, ^by 
good luck, discovered a quantity of le^r 
ther in a tan-yard. Those who found 
it, helped themselves first, and were 
wasting it. The Colonel then ordered, 
each man a pair of soles and heels, to Ji>e 
put up in his knapsack. 

The French gave us the slip, at thQ 
commencement of their retreat, by 
placing wooden guns in their batterie^t 
^nd stuffing old clothes with stra,w» 
which they put in place of tiieir sent^ 
nels. By this means, their retreat was 
xitot discovered for two days ; and, <^j 
then, by one of our cavalry riding up tQ 
their lines, to takfe a sentinel prisooerj^ 
who appeared asleep. As soon as it was 
ascertained there was a trick, we set 
off after them ; and, beginning to come 
up with them, took; a good fnsfay priso-^ 
ners. Our a4vaiice was ^o vapid, ths^ \ 
provisions could not b^ br(HV^^ up tQ ; 
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US. We were oUtia two days without 
bread. The rear of the army being al- 
ways served first, we, who were in ad- 
vance, seldom got enough. For four or 
five days, we were so close up with ther 
French, that we had skirmishes with 
tiiem every day ; but, having received 
no bread, for three days, we were forced 
to halt for two, until we got a supply. 
During these two days, I had an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the^ desolation caus^ 
ed by the French Soldiers. In one 
sinaD village, I counted seventeen dead 
bodies of men, women, and children^ 
amf most of the houses were burnt ta 
the ground. 

The Pbrtuguese were not unrevenged 
of their destroyers ;. great numbers of 
whom had lain down, unable to j^roceed»> 
from wounds or fatigue, anfd had beenr 
either killed by the peasantry, or diec^ 
unbeard^ amongst the dievastatioil them^ 
Stives or their fellows had made. 

g5 
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At tins time, we were foroed eiAer 
to fiirage or starve, as we were fiur in 
advance of our supplies. I was now as 
mudi a soldier as any of my comndesy 
when it f^ to my tum« At this time 
I was so fortunate as to procure the fiiH 
of my haversack of Indian com heads^ 
which we used to call turkeys*. I ww 
welcomed with joy ; we rubbed oA 
same of our com, and boiled it with a 
piece of beef ; roasted some of our tur- 
keys, and were happy. Bread at 
length coming up, we received fbfee 
days allowance a-man, and recommenc- 
ed our advance; but never came* 19 
with the enemy, until they reached the 
Aguida, on the 9th April, 1811. 

We were marched into winter quar- 
ters. Our division, the Qd^. was posted 
in a small town called Albeiguira, on I 
the frontiers of Spain, where we remaiil- ! 
ed till the dOth ApriL During our 8tay> - 
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I had an adventiire of a disagreeable 
kind. I was strolling, as usual, when I 
heard a voice pleading, in the most ear- 
nest manner, in* great distriess. I has- 
tened to the spot, and found a Portu-. 
guese muleteer taking a bundle from a 
girl. I ran up to him and bade him de-* 
sist: he flew into a passion, drew his' 
knife, and made a stab at me. I knock- 
ed him down with my fist; thegirL 
screamed and wept. I stood on my 
guard, and bade him throw away his 
knife. He rose, his eyes'glistening with' 
rage, and stabbed furiously at me. In 
vain, I called to him : I drew my bay- 
onet. I had no choice ; yet$ unwilling 
to kill, I held it by the point, and knock- 
ed him to the ground with the hilt^ as 
he rushed to close with me ; left him 
there, and brought home the weepi6g 
girl to her parents. 
On the SOth of April, we set (^ for 
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FUj^ntefr die Honored where we arri¥«d» 
sifter a fatiguiog march of thfee dU^ ^ 
a^d formed line, about two miles in rear 
o£ the town, hungry and weary^ hayiag 
bfkd 119 br^ead for the last twp dajfs. 

Qb the 3d of May, at day-hffiakt lA 
the cavalry and sixteen light cgmpaiues 
Occupied the town. We* stood undetr 
a^^tns until tbree o'clock, whQB a stsffi 
qfficer rod? up to our Colcmel, andi gait^ 
cirders for our advapce. Colonel C^^de* 
gM put himself at our head, sa^ng^ 
^' My lads, you have had no provinicm 
t^ese'two days; th^r^ i&. plenty in 'tj^j 
hoUow in front, let us down md diwdft 
it«" We advaacedi a^ qu^; as y/e CQPiUb 
xDp,. and i^t the light companies retreat**; 
ipg as ftst as they cquld. W^ continued 
t% advance, at double q^ic^ tjjw^. oior^ 
fire-loii^iLs at the trail, our booD^to: io oiir^ 
hands. They called to us, ^ SfiMen^ 
fypAf, jmi willfQm$;ba^ quic^ thaa^imi 
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aflbanc^t'^ Wo sooa osme. f ikll in fi»nt 
cfthecneny. The Colonei ooei^ ^ Hem 
is food, my lads, cut away" Thrice 
we waved our botmets, . aodi. tfaride we 
cheered; bsought ouv* firelocks .to the 
charge, and forced them back; thioiiglk 
tlie town. ...-'■ xii 

Haw di&rent the duty o£the.'£rendi 
officers from ours : Tltey> stmmiatiiig, 
the^iqeo by ^ their example j^ tbei»eiiuviQir 
oiferatiiig, each chafing qaclt uat»( (thbjD 
appear ia a* fury, * shoutitig^ tO/th^ pouita 
of our bayonets^ After the ^firsti hwtaiai. 
thefiiiitirii^fficers^ lestrawiogttheirinieii^ 
stitt(a» dieatlw— f ^) Steadyv l&dB» steadyv? 
is: all (yoiv hear, cmd^ Uiait m a» omder 
tone. • ^ : . 

The French had>locit a great i^iiiiber 
o£ mea iw the^ street^^ Wfe;.pitiAied 
them about a inil» out <^ tMe t^mtk 
trampling over the^dead and* wounded ; 
bit^ tbeiv cavcJiyc bore. down upon usy 
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and forced us back into the town, where 
we kept our ground, in spite of their ut^ 
most efforts. 

In this affidr, my life was most won- 
derfully preserved. In forcing the 
French through the town, during our 

« 

first advance, a bayonet went . through 
between my side and clothes, to my 
knapsack, which stopped its progress.^ 
The^^Mnchman to whom the bayonet 
^-^"Beldnged, fell, pierced by a musket ball 
fhHn my rear-rank man. Whilst freeing 
myself from the bayonet, a ball took off 
part of my right shoulder wing, and 
killed my rear-rank man, who fell upon 
me. Narrow as this escape was, I felt 
no uneasiness \ I was become so inured 
to danger and fatigue. 
; During this day, the loss of men was 
great. In our retreat back to the town, 
when we halted to check the enemy, 
who bore hard upon us, in their attempts 

S 
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to break our line, often was I obliged 
to stand with a foot upon each side of a 
wounded man, who wrung my soul with 
prayers I could not answer, and pierced 
my heart with his cries to be liiled out 
of the way of the cavaliry. While my 
heart bled for them, I have shiEtken them 
rudely off. 

We kept up our fire, until long aftidr 
dark. About one o'clock in the monK 
ing, we got four ounces of bread served 
out to each man, which had been col- 
lected out of the havers^ks of the Foot 
Guards. After the firing had ceased, 
we began to search through the town, 
and found plenty of flour, bacon, and 
sausages, on which we feasted heartily, 
and lay down in our blankets, wearied 
to death. My shoulder was as bladk as 
a coal, from the recoil of my musket 4 
for this day I had fired 107 round of 
ball-cartridge. Soreaa I was, I slept as 
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sound, as a top, till I waa awakened- by 
the load call of the bugle, an hour be^ 
fore day. 

Soon as it was lights the &ing cam* 
menced, and was kept up until about I 
ten o'clock, when Lieutenant Stewart^ 
cf our regiment, was sent with a &Bg of 
truce, for leave to carry off our wound* 
ed from the enemy's lines, which was 
gnuKted^ and, at tlie same time, they 
otfried off theirs from ours. As soon 
as the wounded were all got in, many 
d£ whom bad lain hiding all night;*"-^ 
many both a day and a Qigbt;««*the 
!Freneh brought dowa a^number of bioidi 
of music to a level piece of grou3Kl» 
about ninety or a hundred yardsrbiiMd^ 
that Ifty between us. They oon^Aed 
to j^ay, until sunset *, whilst the men 
were dancing,, and diverting themseWes 
at ibot4>aU. We were busy: cooking 
tite" remaittder of our sauaageia^ baoooi 
and flour. 
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After dark, a deserter from the French 
old US| that there were five regiments 
of grenadiers picked out to storm the 
town. In the French army, the grena- 
diers are all in regiments by themselves. 
We lay down> fully accoutred, as usual, 
and slept in our blankets* An hour be- 
fore day, we were ready to receive the 
enemy. 

About half-past nine o'clock, a great 
gun from the French. line» whach wa$ 
answered by one from ours, was thie 
signal to engage. Down they came, 
shoutiDg as uBual«. We kept them at 
bay, in spite of their crie^ and formidable 
looks. How different their appearapce 
from, oursl. their, hats set round wjXh 
feathers, their beards long and blac^^ 
gave them a fierce look. Their statue 
w^ supenm* to ours : most of us: weri^ 
young. We looked like boys ; tjiey 
lik? s^vages^ But we bad the true spU 
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lit in us. We foiled them, in every at- 
tempt to take the town, until about 
eleven o'clock ; when we were over- 
powered, and forced through the streets, 
contesting every inch. 

A French dragoon, who was dealing 
death around, forced his way up to near 
where I stood. Every moment I expect- 
ed to be cut down. My piece was emply; 
there was not a moment to lose. I got a 
stab at him, beneath the ribs, upwards ^ 
he gave a back stroke, before he fell, and 
cut the stock of my musket in two : 
thus, I stood unarmed. I soon got aiio- 
tJier, and fell to work again. 

During the preceding night, we had 
been reinforced by the 79th regiment, 
Colonel Cameron commanding, who 
was killed about this time. Notwith- 
standing all our efforts, the enemy forced 
us out of the town ; then halted, and 
formed close column betwixt us and it. 
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While they stood thus, the hiavoc 
amongst them was dreadful. Gap after 
gap was made by our cannon, and as 
quickly filled up. Our loss was not so 
-severe, as we stood in open files. While 
we stood thus, firing at each other as 
quick as we could, the 88th regiment 
advanced from the lines, charged the 
enemy, and forced them to give way. 
As we passed over the ground where 
they had stood, it lay two and three 
deep of dead and wounded. While we 
drove them before us through the towtij 
in turn, they were reinforced,* which 
only served to increase the slaughter. 
We forced them out and kept posses- 
sion all day. 

After sunset, the enemy sent in a flag 
of truce, for leave to carry off their 
wounded, and bury their dead ; which 
was granted. About ten o'clock, we 
were relieved, and retired back to our 



I 



140 JOURNAL OF A SOLDIER. 



tinjes. In these affairs we lost four offi- 
cers, and two taken prisoners, besides 
400 men killed and wounded. This 
statement, more than any words of mine, I 
will give an idea of the action at Fuen- 
tes de Honore. 

On my arrival in the lines, when itf 
packing my knapsack, I found a biB 
had pierced into the centre of it, and 
dimpled the back of my shoe-brush. 
We remained seven days in the lines; 
the French showing themselves tKrec 
or four times a-day. On the 7th they \ 
retired ; and we went back to aur^oUt ; 
quarters in Alberguira. ! 

While here, we received a draugpbt Of : 
SOO men, and again set off. Our divisidn 
consisted of the 24th, 42d, 50th, 71st». 
79th, 92d, and one battalion ' of the 
King's German Legion. We were m^ 
sembled after dark, and marched ofl^ sH 
that, nighty next day, and Bight fijilovr^ 



ii 






JOUEKiklL OF A SOLDIBR^ 141 

ing, when we arrived at a town, situated^, 
upon a hill, called Pennemacore. The 
heat was so great, we were unahie toi 
keep together. I do not beUeve t^at 
ten men of a comply marched into, the 
town together^ they had lain .diOKwn: 
upon the road, or straggled behind*, iini^ 
able to climb the hilL Two men b&r 
loQging' to the J!oot^ Ghiands, fell dowoi 
dead, and one of the 50th, front heat 
and thirst. Two or three times^. my 
sight grew dim ; my moudi was diy as 
dust ; my lips one continued blister. I 
had water in my canieen,.hi^ it tastedr 
bitter as soot^ and it was so wavm: it 
niade me -sick* A£ this time, I first 
tried a tiling which gave me a litde re^ 
Ueft I put a small, pebble intp my 
mouth, and sucked it ; this. Lalwaysr did 
afterwards^ in similar situations^ and 
foundrdrougbt easiec to be home. ; 
Eaiiy next morning, the. 50th„ lltti 
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and 9Sd, were marched on ; and the re- 
mainder of the division returned to their 
old quarters at Alberguira. After a 
most distressing march of seven da,j%, 
we arrived at Badajos, where we re- 
mained one night j then marched, nine 
miles, to a town called Talaveni JEUal 
where we halted three days} tfaoi 
marched, at six o'clock in the evenii^ 
to the camp at Albuera, a few days af- 
ter the battle, which had been the cause 
of our rapid movement We remained 
in camp at Albuera a short time ; then 
marched to Elyas, a strong town on the 
Portuguese frontier, opposite "Radfgo*- 
We remained here four days ; and 
then marched into camp, at Toro de 
Moro, where we remained for a comi- 
derable time. 

Here I enjoyed the beauties of the 
country, more that at any former period. 
Often, when off duty, have I wandoed 
into the woods to enjoy the cool refiresh« 
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iDg shade of the cork trees, and breathe 
the richly perfumed air, loaded with 
the fragrance of innumerable aromatic 
plants. One evening, as I lay in the 
wood, thinking upon home, sweeter 
than all the surrounding sweets, almost 
overcome by my sensations, I heard, at 
a smaU distance, music. I listened 
some time ere I could be satisfied it was 
so. It ceased bU at once ; then began 
sweeter then before. I arose, and ap- 
proached nearer, to avoid the noise of a 
small bum that ran rippling near where 
I had been reclining. I soon knew the 
air ; I crept nearer, and could distin- 
guish the words ; I became rivetted to 
the spot: That moment compensated 
for all I had Buffered in Spain. I felt 
ihat pleasure which softens the heart, 
aiid overflows at the eyes. The words 
that first struck my ear, .were, 

'' Wlqr did I leave my Jeanie^ my daddy^t eo^ tfi' «'> 
To Zander fimn my country, awatt Ca teJ toia , " 
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i-i-iiSoon as the voice ceasedy I looked 
through the underwt)od^ and s»w four dr 
flv« soldiers seated on- the tar^ who 
6t»ig, in their tar«, Scotland's sweetest 
tongs of remembrance. When they re^^ 
tii^d^ Z Mt as if I was bereft of aU en-* 
jo^ment^ I slowly retired to the camp^ 
to refteet, and spend » sleepless nighlu 
£v6ry oppoMUfrit^y I returned' to tiie 
seetie of my happiness ; and bad the 
pleasure, more than once^ to enjoy tiiis 
eompany unseen. 

While encamped here, we receited a 
draft of 350 men from England. Shoii>. 
ly after, we marched to Burbo, to pro-^ 
tect the siege of Badajps* We by here 
tin* the^lT^h June; when Soult raised tUd 
siege, and we retired to Portalegre. W% 
then were marched to CasteUo'de YiAoi 
another Inll town, about twd' leag|ues 
from Portalegre.. ....*::•* 

On the asd October^ we received ia^ 
forzikitikm that Genfisal..Girard« with 
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iOOOi ineo, iofantry ^ii4 c^valrjr, ¥j^ 
collecting ^^QtitributjoQsia Ertremadura,! 
and bad cttt off part q& our b^gage and 
suppU^« We immediately afet Qff.frqm 
PfXtaleipFief along with t^ brigade com^ 
manded by Genei:al Hill, ml^% after a 
90st fatiguing mar ch^ th^ weather very 
had» iwe arrived at Malpartida. The 
French . were only ten miles distant. By 
a near cut» on the Merida road, through 
iVldea del Cano, we got dose up to 
them^ on the 27tb, at . Akuei^c^ and were 
drawuiup in columns^ with great gunfif^ 
iDeady to*]>eeeive them. Tli^y had heard 
nothing of our approach. We went v^ 
to. the town. It wa3 now nigh tw 
o^ehipk) 1;he. enemy .werein Arroyo 4^ 
Molino, oply /three miles distimt.. W-A 
got half ai^ound of jrice served loat in 
raekman^ to be cocked immedinle^^ 
Hungefimade Itttie cookuig nofi^sftfgf^ 
The officers had orde» .to ka^ JH^w. 
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men silent We were placed in the 
kouses : hut our wet and heavy accou- 
trements were, on no account, to be 
taken off. At twelve o'clock, we received 
our allowance of rum ; and, shortly after, 
the Serjeants tapped at the doors, callii^ 
not above their breath. We turned outi 
and, at slow time, continued our marcL 
. The whole night was one pontinued 
pour of rain. Weary, and wet to the 
skin, we trudged on, without exchang- 
ing a word; nothing breaking the si- 
lence of the night, save the howling of 
the wolves. The tread of the- men. was 
drowned by the pattering of the rain. 
When day at length broke, we were 
dose upon the town. The French posts 
had been withdrawn into it, but the 
embers still glowed in their fires. Dur* 
k)g the whole march, the 71st had been 
\^th the cavalry and horse-artillery^ as 
an advanced iruard 
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Generd Hill rode up to our Colond, 
and ordered him^ to make us clean- out 
our paos^ (afi^fhe rain had wet all the prinu 
ing) &>Pm i^tiat^, and retire a short dis« 
tance,^ lest the French cavalry had seen 
ns> and should^make an attack^: how^; 
ever, the drift was so thick,- they could 
ROt ; it blew right in their faces, when 
they looked our way. The Colonel told 
ns off in three divisions, and gave us or-^ 
ders^to chaige up three separate streets 
of the town,: and force our way, with* 
mit halting^ to the other side. W^; 
shouldelred our arms. Tlie General, ta-> 
king off his hat, said, « God be with: 
ysoa-^uick H&arch;^ On reaching the 
gates, we gave three cheers, and in we 
went} the inhaMtantd ealiing,^^ live the 
English,'' our' • piper playing " . Hey 
Joilnny Gop6 ;" the' Fren(^ swearing, 
%hting^ in cenfosiony n)nning here anict 
t^ere, some in '- their /shirts, - :«»De^rhalf 
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accoutred. The streets were crowded 
with baggage, and men ready to marchy 
all now in one heap of confusion. On 
we drove : our orders were to take no 
prisoners, and neither to turn to the right 
nor lefl, until we reached the other side 
of the town. 

As we advanced, I saw the French 
General come out of a house, frantic 
with rage. Never will I ibrget the 
grotesque figure he made, as he threw 
his cocked hat upon the ground, and 
stamped upon it, gnashing his teetiu 
When I got the first glance of him. he 
had many medals on his breast. In a 
minute, his coat was as bare as a pri« 
vate's. 

We formed, under cover of some old 
walls. A brigade of French stood in 
view. We got orders to fire : not tefli 
pieces in a company went off^ the pow- 
der was again so wet with the rain. A 



brigade of Portuguese attiUeiy came tip. 
We gave the enemy' another vblley; leapM 
ed the wall, formed cokimn, and- drove 
them over the hill ; down which they 
threw all their baggage, before they 8ui<- 
rendered. In this affair, we took abcnit 
SOOO prisoners, 1600 horse^ and 6 pieces 
of artillery, with a great quantity of 
*>^ggage, &c. ■ V 

We' were again marthed baeft: to Fcir^ 
talegre, where the horses W€^^6oid and 
divided amongst th^ men, aecoi^ng to 
their rank. I got 2$. 6d\ fc^ my slfar*! j 
hiitt fcad jmWidfed myself a go^d^ifesoWi. 
raenfef necessaries out of th^Fr^w^ 
st^or6s at Molino. ' i •' 

We remained at Portalegre, until thie 
campaign began, fti the Month ^^ Jmu- 
ary, 18 12. We were in *dVarice^ HdV^- 
ihg the operations against Oudad Rod* 
rigo and Badajos. We 'had a kiost fa^ 
tiguing spring, marching bfeai*6iteWi-* 
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marching between Merida and Alman- 
dralajo. We were first marched to Me»' 
rida, but Dombrossky fled with the Ut» 
most precipitation. We then marched 
against Drouet, who was at 'Almandxa*' 
lajo; . but he, likewise, set off for Zafra^ 
leaving his stores and ammunition, tc^ 
us a welcome gift. The weather was sq. 
wet, the very shoes were soaked off ouf 
feet ; and many were the contrivances 
we fell upon to keep them om - ■ > 

Almandralajo is a low swampy .placed 
the worst town I ever was in in Spiun' : 
our men called it Almandralajo Cneof 
(cursed.) Seldom a day passed, but we 
had a skirmish with the enemy at Meri* 
da, or Almandi'alaJQ. 

In the month of March, we got tb^ 
route for AJbuera, where we formed 
Qur lines, and were working at the bat- 
fieries day ' and night. An alarm was 
given three different times, and we wer8 
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marched on to the position ; but no* 
thing occurred, and we fell back. : 

When I first came upon the spot 
where the battle of Albuera had been 
fought, I felt very sad } the whole groi^d 
was still covered with the wrecks e£ an 
army, bonnets, cartridge4)oxes, pieces 
^. belts, old clothes^ and shoes : the 
ground in numerous ridges, under which 
lay mady a heap of taouMering bojie9« 
It was a melancholy sight; it made us 
all very dull for a short time. 

The wlnrfe army receiving orders to 
advantei we moved in solid columns^ 
cavalry on right and left. The enemy 
fell back, as we advanced- Our brigade 
was marched up a hill, where we had a 
beautiful view ot' the armies, threaten- 
ing ^ach other, like two thunder clouds 
charged with death. Shortly after we 
were marched into the valley ; the ene- 
my fired two or three roujod shot at us, 

H 4 



158 JOUBNAi; OF A SDLDIBB*. 

which did no hann. We were encanp* 
ed, til] next day at noon ; when we aet 
off, pursuing them, for two days, and 
were tlien marched back to Almandra- 
lajo Craco, where we lay till the begins 
ing of April. 

Next we advanced to cover the opek 
rations against Badajos, which surrd»i 
dered on the 6th, the day of oar ani- 
val. Next mOTning the band playmi 
The Dawvtfall ^ Paris. We remaitifd 
until May, wAen we were fviarefaed te 
Almarez, wher^ the Ffend* had ^wo 
forts which intercepted ouf supplies^ fig 
they commanded the bridge over tite 

Tagus. 

Our brigade, consisting of the 50tiir, 
71st, and 92d regiments, set c^ and 
marched all day, until noon. On the 
second day, our officers got orders that 
ev^ry person in the village of Almare^ 
shonld be put td death ; there being 



none but those belonging to the enemy 
in it. . We marched all night, until 
break of day next morning, when we 
halted oil a height opposite the large 
fort, ju9t as they fired their tnorning gun. 
As the day broke up, they got sight <tf' 
^ur ai^val, and gave Us a shell or two, 
which did us no harm. We were moved 
down the hill out of their view. Then 
we were marched to the height again, 
where we stood under arms for a short 
time, until we were ordered to pile arms 
and take off our packs. We remained 
thus tmtil twelve o^clock^ when we got 
half an allowance of liquor : oxen were 
brought up and killed on the spot; ea6k 
man received t^o pounds of beef in Keu 
of bread. We got this for three days. 

jOn the evening ttf the third day, Gtene^ 
tal Hill ordered put left companies to 
move down to the valley, to cover his re- 
cognisance. When he returned, the dSh 
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cers were called. A scaling-ladder 
given to each section of a cmnpany of 
the left wing, with the exception of two 
companies. We moved down the hfll 
in a dismal manner; it was so dark we 
could not see three yards before as* 
The hill was veiy steep, and we were 
forced to . wade through whins and 
scramble down rocks, still carrymg the 
ladders^ When day-light^ on the maro^ 
in of the 19th, at length showed u&to 
each other, we were scattered aU over 
the foot of the hill like strayed sheep^ 
not more in - one place than were held 
together by a ladder. We halted} 
formed, and collected the ladders, then 
moved on« We had a hollow topua 
through to get at the battery. The 
French had cut a part of the brae*iace 
away, and had a gun that swept right 
through into the hollow. We made 4i 
rush past it, to get under the brae on 
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the other side. The French were busy 
cooking, and preparing to support the 
other fort, thinking we would attack it 
first, as we had lain next it. 

On our approach, the French sentinel 
fired and retired. We halted, fixed bayo^ 
nets, and moved on in double quick 
time. We did not receive above four 
shot from the battery, until we were un- 
der the works, and had the ladders 
placed to the walls. Their entrench* 
ment proved deeper than we expected, 
which caused us to splice our ladders 
under the wall ; during which time, they 
annoyed us much„ by throwing grenadei^ 
Atones, and logs pver it: but not a 
Frenchman durst be seen on the top ; 
for we stood with our piecei cocked and 
presented. As soon aa the ladders wextei 
spliced, we forced them fixmi the work% 
and out of the town^ at the point of* the 
hayooet, down the Uill, and over the 
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Thej were in such hdste, thej* 
ent the bridge before all their men hodi 
got over, and numbers were eil&et 
drowned or taken prisoners. One (nf 
our roeii had the honour to he the Arat 
to mount the works. 

Fort Napoleon fired two or three shot 
into Fort Almarez. We took the hmt 
from this circumstance, and turned the 
guns of Almarez on Fort N^poleooi 
and forced the enemy to leare it. It 
being a bridge of boats, two edinfpaniei 
were sent, with brooms, to bum add 
cut it away ; but the enemy, being in 
superior force upon the other side, ocum 
pelled them to retire under covei^ uatS 
reinfoisced . 

We moved forward to the village of 
Almarez, and fbund plenty of proV!feio»^ 
^hicfa had been vety scarce with m fbi^ 
»me days* We filled our havefliaekiS' 
i^nd burned the town j then* endaapeil 
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« 

dose by it» all ni^»t» and marched next 
morning $ leaving a company of sappers 
and miners to blow up the works. W« 
marched back: to oat okl quarters ; and 
contifioed marching up and down« 
watching the motions of the enemy. 

On the night of the S2d July, when 
W^c were ui a wood, we received the 
joyful news of the de&at of Marmont ak 
Salamanca, and got a double allowance 
ofli^^uor. Cdonei Cadogan took the end 
of a hofBj called a tot, and drank, <^ Suc- 
cess to the British arms." Some of us had 
money^ and sent to the village for liquor. 
We mad^a little treat, in the best man* 
ner we could, and passed a joyful n^t. 

We advanced to Atunjuez, where we 
lay for some time^ It is a palace of the 
Kk^ of SjfMin. The wlude coufitiy is 
beautiful ; fniiit was rety plenty, and of 
alt kindle W^ -wete eight days in the 
Esewiol, Md continued to watch tiie 
6 
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motions of the French alongst the T^ 
gas, skirmishing almost every day. In^ 
dividuals of the 1.3th and i4th light 
Dragoons, used to engage, in single oooir 
bat, with the horsemen of the enemy» 
Often whole squadronis would be broug^ 
to engage, by two men beginning«r 

We remained thus skirmishing till Lofri 
Wellington raised the siege of* Buirgo*; 
when we fell back to the lacamah, 'on 
the banning of November; tben.oo 
Alba Tormes, where we skirmished, two 
days and two nights. A part of U8» here^ 
were lining a wall ; the French in giett 
strength in front. One of our lads let 
his hat fall over, when tiddng eartddgef 
from it, laid his musket against the wull^ 
went over to the enemy's side^ and came 
back again unhurt. At this very tim^ 
the button of my stock was shot offi . ; 
The short time we remained at Tor- 
mes, we were very ill <^ for provisiQiiBi 
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Tempting sound ! I stopped not to re^ 
fleet. As I drew near, the sound became 
more distinct; I heard the welcome 
words, " Water,^ water." In I ran^ 
up to the knees amongst mules and 
men, and, putting down my head, drank 
a sweet draught of it, dirty as it was i 
then fitted my canteens . and came ' off 
quite happy. . The croaking of the fiof^ 
was pJeasanter music, at that tirne^ and 
more welcome, than any c^er. apiutd^ 
When I came to the camp grofund, I wai 
welcomed with joy* We got our sdlowt 
toce of liquor, and mixed it with the 
water ; then lay down, ahd slept till «it 
hour before day, when we mowd on to 
our old position on the , bills. The 
French lay in column close by Salatnan* 
ca. We remained th^re^ till Lord WeK 
lihgton perceived the French were en* 
deavouring to get into our rear, to cut 
off our communicatiQns, they being i^^J 
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saperior in force. The army received 
orders to draw up in column, and move 
off in brigades, each brigade in succes- 
sion; leaving the 71st for the rear 
guard. 

I, at this time, got a post, being for 
fatigue, with other four. We w6re sent 
fo break biscuit, and make a mess for 
Loid WelliiTgton'a hounds. . I was very 
hungry, and thought it a good job at the 
tnKue' ; as we got oar oKvn fil}, while we 
farorkb the iniacait-^'^e thing I had iiot g(A 
for • some days^ When thus engaged, 
the pifbdigal bon never once was out of 
my mithl ; and I sighed, as I fed the 
dogs, over my humble situation and 
ruined bd|)e8. 

As we followed the army, Cdoriel C&- 
dogan made us halt- in a plain upon 
ploughed land, where he began to drill 
us. We were wet and weaiy, and like 
to faint with hunger^ The ground was 
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sM> soft fix>m the rain, we omld scarce 
k«ep tfce ste(^. , The Frenici^ were com- 
ing down iYom the he^hta* " Now,** 
says he, " there tibey are ; if you are 
not quicker in your movements, I wiil 
leave you every one to them." At this 
momefit. General Hill's aid^de-camp. 
rode up» saying, '< Move on, and cover 
the brigade <^ artillery, by theGeneral'» 
oixler, or you wiU be all prisoners in five 
minutes.'* We immediately feft off driU^ 
and marched on, until iiarkj under a 
heavy rain, and oyer miserable xoads ; 
one shoe in our band, the other on 
our knapsack. / 

As we entered a wood» we w^reagriee^ 
ably annoyed by the gfunting of hogs and 
squeaking 4Nf p^«.. ^VThef6i0 a tinini 
here,'* says my comt^eu We all longed 
fin: ^ pile arms.*' At length the word 
was given, and cooks ordered to opt 
wood More cook» than one iutned 
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out of each inBss, and went in di£- 
jferent directions in search of foragie* 
All this lime the whole wood resounded 
with the reports of muskets. It resem- 
bled a wood contested by the enemy; 
At length our cooks returned, one with 
a. pig, another with a skin of wine, or 
with flour ; and we m^de a hearty sup^ 
per, and lay down happy and contented. 
- Next morning we continued the line of 
march, under a heavy rain ; the horses 
were scared able to iclrag die cannon 
tiirough the mud. We marched thva^ 
about eight miles, and halted at a village, 
where we encamped, and cooked the re^ 
mains of our pork. Every one was en^ 
gaged cooking or cutting wood, when the - 
French made their appearance on the 
i^posite heights. The bugle MUnded 
to fall in ; immcfdiately we formed 
square, to receive cavalry. They gallop- 
ed down dose to our square^ We had 
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not time to load our pieces ; and many of 
HS were only half accoutred, they had 
come so quick upon us. Many of them 
were very much in liquor : three or four 
gidloped into the centre of our square ; 
we opened to receive them. A brigade 
of guns coming to our relief, they put 
to the right about, and fled. We stood 
under arms, for some time. A brigade 
of French infantry was drawn up on the 
opposite heights. It being only their ad- 
vanced guard. Lord Wellington gave 
orders to pile arms, but to remain ac- 
coutred. We stood in this position, the 
rain pouring upon us, until we were 
forced to lie down, through fatigue*. 
• Day atlength.appearing, we got orders 
to move on, afber the army, iii sections i 
the enemy having retired, through the 
night. We had not moved thus two 
miles, until the French advance came 
down upon us, piddng up every indivjh 



dnsi who &R Old:. Hie cries of tbe 
wxDea ami d i fltii e u woe dreadlfii^ is 
«e kft tiaem. Ve vere retiriog m 
segjsi^ {riajing a howitzer firtom the 
eeotrev to keep tfaea* csvalij in 
We caotiaued to aosre €0^ in this 
joet, sruAing 'out the left compaojr to 
fire and retire. The rain poured; tlw 
mads were kne&deep ; when one hadio 
itop, all were ohi^ed to stop. £ach if 
the enemjr's cavalry had a foot TMildiff 
behind him, who ibrmed when thqr 
came close. When we were halted^ and 
advanced to chai^, they mounted and 



At length we forded the Agueda^and 
encamped on tlie opfxiaite side. Rear- 
guacds and quarter-guards were immedi- 
ately sent outt and piquets, planted. We 
were not an hour and a half encampfkdL 
when a dreadful firing commenced jbbdl 
our leilU We were all under arma .mM 



I. 




i 
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momtat. The firing ccmdnued very se- 
vere^' for the space of b^o^iioiirg^ We 
tiien piled anng, and began to^eat wood, 
lb lay under .'usy tlidU^tliii' {waters might, 
rdiirjbelow, a^ thenuoi dootimied to poor 
in torrents/ We Might as:wdl have lain 
in the- liven We wke up, an 'bour- be-" 
fete day;'and'immg> mifc-^oi^ blankets, 
eMptied^oBtfshoeB "bf^ the ' waiter/^acli 
itianirembliQg.lflce tfae^leaf of ^ tree. We: 
folldwed the/liike^inisUtihJibr aboutfour 
leagues, ind' encatnfied iii a plain^ ex« 
peothig 'to beaftaokJed ev6fy-.moi)E^eiitl 
Thfe Fpetich !^did not'^^m^e^ti^s tiightJ 
Kekt ni^ ii«e ' were (psrched iuby 
a itbwii; :< 'S^^^iemii M^ O^ed ^out 
i» quarteffe) and w^ <^were )Mit in by 
sections^ Into ithe ibest ^ifoartera they 
could ^ndJj TNs to^' we called ^1^ 

place '1^ evar wad )imoi ^(The ' Mijeanta 
got t#0»iifaoiiths-^ ipiy for/ each ioian; 
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every one had a little. . Canteens 
were immediately in requisition ; vitie 
and accadent were the only: words yoii 
could hear. .Three dollars rfor wine, and 
one for accadent, made a joyful night» 
and a merry mess. We had no -care ; 
the song went round : we were as merry 
as if we had not suffered in our retreat. 
The recollection of our wants made our 
present enjoyments doubly dear. Next 
moining, we did the best we couid to 
clean ourselves ; but we made a veiy 
shabby figure. Otif haversacks ..were 
Uack with grease ; we coiild not gat the 
marks of the pork out all we could da 
:Hete iwis remained eig^t da3rs; then 
marched to Porto Banyes, where we ra^ 
ceived a draught^f 150 men from Eng^ 
land^ and staid ,dKmt eight dayif ; then 
marched tOi MoMe Jfosa We got hoe 
a new kitt. . Before thisy we wete cmit^ 
pletely in rags; and it used tobe our 

4 
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daily labour to pick the vermin off our^ 
sdlves. We were quartered in the vjl* 
lageS|. until Colonel Caddgan arrived 
from England, who inspected and re- 
viewed us in our new clothes. We 
ItMiked very #ell« The Colond told us, 
we were asjiit mfwols. 
, During the .time the 50th were in 
Boho,. the French made an aittempt to 
surpriae.tt. We were mardied up to i(^ 
at double quick time. We ran up hill 
for four nulesi, wd were formed in the 
town, Mid inarched up te the walls, 
making as great a show as possible. 
The : French stood in column, on the 
cfqposiite side o£ the. town. We had 
picquets of^^the 50th posted on the out- 
side. Boho b^iiig a town oC great trade, 
the, Frrach hqped to get a supply of 
doling; but. finding they could not 
succeed, tliey retired, and we went back 
t^bour ^. cantoonijents* 

I 2 
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I got a aioit esodknt hiHefc ; ww e iy 
tUagma in plenty ; fink in abundanoet 
I was regarded as a ion of the fiun^) 
partook with theaa at meals ; and, if aaf 
^taag was better than another, my pprt 
was in it. I amused myseU, when 4M 
duty, in teaching the children tofead| 
for which my hosts thought th^ naver 
ooidd be gratefiil enough. 

I have often thought the Spamands 
resembled the Soots, in their manlMril# 
t ma ting their children. How baa joatf 
heart warmed, when I have seen^heii^ 
tfaer, with his wife by his side^ and tbe 
chikiren round them, repeating tha- 
Lord's prayer and the QSd BsAlm at 
evening before they wMttobedl Oaap 



I 
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a week^ the cbiMren were catechised* 
When I tola them, they did the same in 
JScoihland^ they looked at m^ withr astx> 
mshmenti and asked << If helvetica did 
so ?*! The piiests often drew compari- 
sons much toloiir disadvantage^ from 
the conduct of our men. They even 
said; evttry heretic ia England was as 
badastiiem. 

Otte-aftemoon^ I had walked into the 
cbrintb-yaf d ;; and» after having wander- 
Ad tbfCK^gh it, I lay down in the shade of 
the waU, teUr a grave that appeaered to 
have beton lately mad<». While lying 
thds/ I heard a sob :' I lookisd towards 
the pbce wOience it came, and peteeived 
a beautiful &mHe kncfeling beside a 
graver' defolitly counting her roterjr, 
her tears fallii^ fast upon the gronnd. 
I'lay^ afiuid to move, lest the noise 
ihight disturb her. S^e remained for 
^ometiai^ ldl»arbedii»devotidii; then 

Id 
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rose from her knees, and, taking a smaM 
jar of holy water, sprinkled the grave, 
and retired undisturbed by me« I men- 
tioned the circumstance to ho one ; but, 
day after day, I was an unperceived wit- 
ness of this scene. At length, she saw 
me as she approached, and was retiring 
in haste. I came near her. She stooc^ 
to let me pass. I said, " My presence 
shall give you no uneasiness : Adtea !" 
" Stay," slie said, « are you Don Galvefl^ 
good soldier ?'• I replied, ** I live witk 
him." *' Stay, you can feel for me J I 
have none to feel for, nor advise me. 
Blessed Virgin, be my friend!" Sh^ 
looked to heaven, her eyes beaming rOL 
signation and hope, the tears dropping 
on her bosom. I stretched out my haiad 

m 

to her ; my eyes, I believe, were wet, 
I did not speak. << None," she siu^ 
mournfully, << can again have my hand : 
I gave it to Francisco." ** 'Tia the hand 
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of iriendship/' ^ I c^ have no friend 
but death.--»You do Hot pray ii»r " the 
dead ; you cannot .pray with me." I 
said, " I will listen to your's/* She 
then b^an her usual prayers ; ' then 
rose, and sprinkled the grave with holy 
water. . I inquired, ^ Whose grave do 
you water ?*' «^ My mother's." " How 
long has she been dead^* ^ Five years.'' 
^ Five years ! have you done thus so 
iong?^' <<Alas, no! my mother had been 
released * i Imty five weeks ago, my 
mcmraiM task again begaa : 'tis for 
Fxaadsoo. Adieu,'V she sobbed, and re- 
tired with a hurried step. Itdare^not 
embellish, lest this incident sbould^not 
be credited } but I feel this is a cold ac- 
count of what passed. I have not tdcea 
away, neither have I added a word that 
did not pass between us. From Galves, 
1 learned that FiaociscohadlaUea in a 

* From P^irgMoTf. ' ' 
I 4 
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Gonflkpsrij. It b the belirf m Spftht, 
titmt ewij drop of bxAy water spriakled 
apoD &e graven quendies a flame in 



lATe had passed the winter in the 
jaaofit ^greeaUe maimer. We lived wi^ ; 
the inhabitants ireie on goDd tenna 
with us : we had every thitg in abuiK 
liance; and amnsemehts were not wanft 
ixtg. We had bull %hfs» at whicii we 
used to exhihit our powersL SeyenI 
af our mod were hurt. Our hoaente 
were particuhurlT . good bnU ^ h ten it 
and the women uaed to gite theai gnU 
pniae« Otlen we had daneingisr iii.liii 
evening; sometimes we got two or ftUisa 
ef diirbaod» and then we had 
fll^Ie. Wine and mirth we i 
ad : Music was onr great waiit^ 

The peasants used to dance to tfab 
sound of their rattles^ oonsasting of tM 
pieces of hard wood^ which they held 
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betweai their &ngem, and by shaking 
th^hands^ k^ time, in the son^ man^ 
mr as the boys in Edinburgh and other 
parts, play wturt; they call ^ ceekhshm 
d^'\ They btii them castanetts. 

They h«ve one dance which I never 
saw in any otiier ^ace; they call it 
^fimdimg!^ I can hardly say it is a 
dttiice» for it is scarodb^r decent Thtt 
daaoars first run to each other, as if liiey 
are kKa^ng tor ene another ; then the 
woman urns away, the nan ftUows^j 
neit he tuns, and she foUows. This 
tbeydd stMsnatoly^ an the time using 
the most expimsiw gestures, antil both 
seem ^yuercome; wben they retire, and 
another .coi^le take thehr place. This 
disintte had agitoat ^bct i^on us;; but 
the JS^aniaitb sirw it witdbout being movi^ 
edi^ and laiE^ed «t the quickbrcathing 
and^ amorous looks of oor mea. : 

-The winter in Bctowaa the nOidstast 

I 5 
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I ever posBed in Spun ; yefc we 

ed in tliat town until May ISIS. The 

tmlj disagreeable thing was^ that the 
TTolves^ which were very nmnenMii» 
used to visit us at our advanced poabk 
when on duty through the night. 

One nig^t, while on duty at tht 
hridge» I thought I was to have faUena 
prey to a very large w(df. My orden 
were, to be on the alert» and if I heaid 
the least sound, to place my ear upon Ae 
ground^ to distinguish if it were the tread 
of men or of horses, and give the ahnn. 
'JThe n%ht was starry, and a little eloiid^» 
when, about half past one o'dockj^ I 
could distinguish the tread of an aninud. 
I believed it to be a stray mule, oc ass'i 
but at len^h could distinguish a kige 
wolf, a few yards frcMn the bridge, in 
the middle of the read,, looking fuU 
upon me. I levelled my piece, and . 
stood i my eyes fixed on hi&; I durst not 
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fire» lest I should misa him, and give a 
£ilse alarm. . I expected him, every mo- 
ment, to spring upon me. We stood 
thus looking upon each other» until the 
tread of the seijeant and guard to re- 
lieve me were heard; then the beast 
scampered aS, and relieved me from my 
disagreeable situation. 
^ May came at length, and we were 
obliged to leave our kind hosts. I never 
before fek regret at quittinga town in 
Spain. That morning we marched, the 
town was .deserted by. its inhabitantSt 
who accooqianied us a good way ; girls 
weeping, and running into the. ranks ;tO 
be : protected - from their . parent^: and 
hanging upon their old aa|uaintatices:;. 
pttent* tearing away and acQldiog itfaek 
children ; soldiers . and inhabitaotsjsing* 
kig, :or.:exohanging. adieusLttc/Aimbst 
eveiy man had his:handkerchief. on the 
iwzt^e: of his .£relock. . iDiofi, fidbres? 

i6 
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childrai^ weejping, tbok leate oF mfi 
I neyer saw &e)ai agaki. May God 

Jklessthem! . 

* ' , 

Ai length we were left to. reflect upon 
our absent fiiends^ aajd connhenod tbe^ 
toils of War afresh. We ii^ in. Gamjp 
until the whole army, joined J then were 
reviewed by Lord Weliingtcna, and re^ 
ceived oisders to take the linid of 
mardi^ and foUow fche^nemy. 
k. We marched over a great part o^'Spain^ 
qi&itei across the coiuitiy.|- iotaay parts of 
which were v^beaatiful^. more partis 
cularly tibat before wb crossed the Ebra 
fiutwe wetie sb haraswd by fat^e, in 
oor lai!ig nfrohes^ that we neverJeft 
^ caaeq»f and #ere too sraaiy to pay 
flmdi, attentioii; to any thing that did 
not rdieve our wants. 

; We contimied. to advance^ wxtil the 
flOtthofJune; when, reachhig the neigh* 
houihaod of Vittoriay we encamped up- 

7 
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Oil tbe face of isi hill P^oVisiotid weTi$ 
very scarce. We Had not a bit of tob£((v 
c^ lUid w^^ smoking leaves afid herbs« 
(Dolonel Cadogdti tode Bway> atid got. us 
hfldf It {M>uiid df tdbskcco a man, whibh 
w» most urdcott^'e. 

Nexi morning w^ got u^ ad ttsuid; 
The first |npes pk]^ f(A parade ; the 
second did ikyt jday at the usual time;. 
We began tojiuiqiect all xn^as not right;. 
We itemained tikus untd elevto o\;k>ck ; 
theb received orders to fait id, smd foU 
Io# ithe Itne :of 'mttrcb^ Buni^ oiii^ 
inarch we fdS'to oUe side^ to allow a 
iMrigadeofgunstOiii^lbs at full speed, 
"ifow/? Baid mf dotimdes^ «^we wflf 
have work t# cto before night/* We^ 
cuossed a' fiVttr; teni^ as''irer-4>assed 
through a Village, "We saW^ <m ^^te^^otbet 
nde of the iobd^ the fV^ch 6amp^ ^aAA 
their fires sfeiQ bunikig j[ust as they haA 
leftfiitim^ I^ot a . shot had been fir^ 
at this time* We oteenred a large S^ 
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nish (xdimm moving along the height^ 
OQ our right. We halted, and dieiF up 
in column. Orders were ^ven to bnuh 
oat our locks, oil them, and examine 



our flints. We being in the rear, these 
were soon followed by orders to opeft 
out fix)m the centre, to aUow the yist 
to advance. Forward we moved up the 
hill. The iking was bow very heavj. 
Our rear had not ei^aged, before word 
came for the Doctor to assist CQla> 
nel Cadogan, who waa wounded* Im^ 
mediately we charged vf the h^ the 
piper pla^gy ** Hey Jc^ny Cope.? 
The French bad possession* «f the 
top, but we soon forced them bs[ck, 
and drew up in. column on the height $ 
sending out four companies, to €hsb 
left to skirmislk. The remainder mcnr- 
ed ou to the opposite height- As we 
advanced,, driving them he£ore ' U8» ft 
French officer, a pretty fellow, was prick* 
ing aud ibrcing his men to stand. Ttkej 
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heeded him nob— he wa» very hajmh :— 
<^ Down ymtk him!'' cried one near me; 
and down he fell, pierced by more tha0 
(me balk. > 

: Scarce were we upon the height, whep 
a heavy: calumn» dressed in great-coats, 
with white covers on their bats, exactly 
resembling tibe Spanish, gave us a voUey» 
which put us ta the. right about at dou-i 
Ue quick time down the^ hiUy. the French 
dose behind, through the whin^* The 
four eompanies got the werd^ the^ French 
were 00 them. They likewise thought 
them SpiAttiardSt, until th^y got a volley; 
that kiUe4 0r waOiMled ^mpsl; every one 
of them. We it^ked to the height, co^ 
vered by the^SQth, who gave the pursu«> 
ii^ column a volley which checked theio 
speed. We moved fUp the remains of 
our .shattered c^;unent to the hi^ighu. 
Being in great want of ammiiniticm,^ 
we Wetie agaia<flerved with: sixty rounds. 
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a man, and kept up our fire for aone 
time, until the bugle sounded to oeaae 
firing. 

We lay on the height for some time. 
Our drought was ezcesnve ; liiete was 
no water upon the height, save one stnall 
spring, which was rendered useless. One 
of our men in the heat of the action^ 
called out he would have a drink» let 
the world go as it would. He stoop* 
ed to drink ; a ball pierced his head; he 
fell with it in the well, which was di»* 
coloured by brains and blood. Thinly 
as we were» we could not taste it. • 

At this time, the Major h»d the com* 
mand, our second Colonel being wounds 
ed. There were not 300 of uq on the 
height able to do duty, out c^above IQOO 
who drew rations in the morning. - Tlie 
ories of* the wounded were most heddi^ 
rending. 

The French, on tlie opposite height^ 



were gettii^g undd* araisri ^e dwM 
give no assistance, as the enemy sp^ 
peared to be six to one' of us. . Our 
orilers were to maintain the '. faei^it 
while, thteewas' a man. of ns.' Tfai 
word was givefi ta shoulder arms. The 
frencby at the :same. moment, got und^ 
asi&fi.* The dngagftmtot b^gan in th^ 
plainft :Tlie J'renck^werej afteoed^ laaifl 
soon put'tof* the HgfatJIibbuty throuj^ 
yittoria. i Wd fpUowed^ fts quick as our 
weid^r Imibs wQiUd dary^ us^ Onr legfk 
wire fall of tbeniii'atad^iBrlbet. braised 
upon the robts jpi the Areek/ Coming 
to a bean.field at tiielbctetoii 4af tb» 
heists, iaiitiediatelj the : fcetaom. ' ^as 
brdce, and ei\^eryimaii Med tris havefv 
saek.' We iecnitipucsl to advance mitil 
it: was dtirli^ atid then encamped on. a 
he^^ kbovd Yittoriai . -^ 

This was the dulli^ encamptdenl I 
evtir made. We had left 700 men b6^ 
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hincL None spoke; each hung his 
head, mourning the loss of a friend and 
comrade. About twelve o'clock, a man 
of each company ¥ra8 sent to receive 
half a pound of flour for each man, at 
the rate of our morning's strength ; so 
that there was more than could be used 
by those who had escaped. I had fired 
108 rounds, this day. Next momiiB^ 
we awoke, dull, stifl; and weary. I 
could scarce touch my head with niy 
right hand ; my shoulder was as black 
as coal. We washed out our firelocbb 
and moved on again, about twehe 
•o'clock, in the line of march. 

Towards the afternoon of the Sfic^ tk0 
day after the battle of Vittoria, a giest 
number of our men joined^ who luid 
made their escape, after beii^ taken tin 
day before. We encamped, and passed 
a night of congratulation ; mutual hard- 
ships made us all brothers. The slaaa 
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were fbi^ot, in our joy for those we had 
gained thus unexpectedly. Next morn- 
ing; we made a more respectable appear- 
ance on parade, being now about 800 
strong* The day following, we conti- 
nued our march.' In the afternoon, we 
had a dreadful storm of thunder and 
rain. A Portuguese officer- and his 
horse were killed \jf it^ We encamped 
upon the fiioe of a l^ the rain conti^ 
nuing ta poim The* storm not abating; 
we could not get our tents up, and were 
exposed aU night to -its^ violence. 

Next day, we arrived before Pamplonat 
where we lay for sone time. One night 
we were ordei^ uiider arms iat twelve 
^clocK t Hht report iwas, that Pamp- 
lona was to be /stormed. We marched 
tmtil day*break, then drew up in a hol- 
low in the rear of the town, when we 
got ordei^ to fall back to our old camp 
ground. 
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Soon after, we were relieved by 8 
division of Spanish^ and marched, to^ 
wards the Pyrenees, where we soon 
fell in with our old plaj-fellows tiie 
Frencli, and had a veiy severe skirmirih 
in the front of the village of Mayft 
The regiment was divided into two 
columns ; the right commanded by.M» 
jor Walker, the left by Major-M^Kensid 
We remahied nxider arms all night, At 
French keeping up their firew Next 
morning we forced litem mw: the 
heights, into their own tountry, in style} 
tiien encamped* ' •'. 

Fatigue partis were called to nufce 
rows aiid nun*work8. Qkr two Tear 
companies were appointed: t6 moire.te 
the heights in the rear, o'poil the finl 
«Iarm, and maintainr theni whik k nam 
fthould remain. The signal was thnft 
great guns ; on the report of the 6ist rf 
wnich, every njan was to stand tor JhSs 
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arisgis. One day we sent out a fatigue 
party»^ to jcut wood to make Ahn-jracks^ 
llbey were not cottiebacki w}ien a gun 
WM fixedt , W!e stood to .our acms^ mak** 
idgvXea^. to engage* It was a. false 
aJarmk 

-; iOur .&tague j^iJctissL were out for 
forage, and we were busy cookingp 
wlien.the aigbalrKaa.gii^ent mxythe^gath 
juiy.. The t^wo reaii ^onqianies unoved 
tfk l^e jheigfats» the xest of ihe xegiment 
to^tibe i(lannfpo8t, inhere we.hadjwork 
ejBdn^ upaa.olio amval. XheiFrench 
wecB V]a>jgreat,.fi»i!De^ jmoving up the 
heig^ an jsoiid ^ooiumii./ .,We killed 
gceot niunbera of thekn mJiieir lulvaiice;. 
bttfO^/StSLmovbdon. We were forced 
ta. giw m^ wui continued ;thu& to rC'^ 
tifffi^:n)aintaining every, he^t to the 
last^ncontesting every fixit of ground, 
▲t length we were:forced to the height 
where,: our old quarter*gaard used to be 
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posted. We maintained our position 
against them a consid^able time ; dar- 
ing which, we had the mortification to 
see the French making meriy in our 
camp, eating the dinner we had coo)t- 
ed for ourselves. What could ml 
do ? they were so much superior in num- 
bers. ./: 

I have often admired the bravery of die 
French officers. This da j, while I was 
in the rear gusu^d, covering the retreat^ 
about two dozen of us were puiaoed 
and molested by a company cf the 
French. Out of breath, and unable to 
run farther, we cried, <' Let us make a 
srtand and get breath, else we will new 
reach the top." ." Take your wiU,^ 
turned the officers. Immediately 
faced about ; the French halted; theic 
officers pricked them on. We ibrmd^ 
front, across the road, and charged— ^the 
French officers in the rear urging their 



J 
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troops forward. All would not do ; the 
men forced their officers &irly over the 
laaUf and ran« We had what we wished, 
an unmolested retreat, and moved slowly 
up tlie height. We were then joined 
by a brigade 1^ Brunswickers,-— gave 
three cheers, and charged t^ French 
along the heights, keeping up our/firei 
till dark. A part of the r^ment'vmade 
fires, while the remainder kept theii* 
ground iq>on the main height, until 
about twelve o'clock* We then marched 
off towards the Blad£ Forest, leaving 
CMir. wounded, whose csries were piercings 
but we coidd not help therioi. Numbers 
oonfainuied to icdlow us, crawling on their 
hands jod knees^ filling the air with 
their groans. Many, vAu> could not da 
80^ held out t^eir hands^ supjdicating ta 
be taken with us. : We tore t>urselve8 
away^imd hurried to get out of s^ht.i 
WeiCQuld not bear it. 
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The roads were very bad, the nin 
continaed to pour, and we made Jbut 
lijttle way. At day-break, we formed on 
the outside of Maya, and got mdea to 
cook ; bat scarce had we b^un, idlan 
the French made their appearance, yfm 
immediately moved oti to a strongv 
height on the opposite side, and ehcanq^ 
ed. Here we got three daj^ allowinoe 
of beef and bread served out! ;t0 ^ach 
man, and an allowance of li^ot... Ay 
soon as. cooking was over, we nuudud 
on to the 31ack Forest, and never laifted, 
until two 'O'clock iar the mormnig;; The 
night was dark and stormy. The 
wounded officers were carried iaUaiih 
kets on the-shqulders of-lJie mea; • The 
wounded soldiers who had been enaUbi 
still to keep up with us, made tbe hewt 
bleed at their cries; while ihe'faxiag \ 
up of the baggage caused mick/a 
Qoisej that the \vhole was a Bcene. flf 



JOtTRNAL OF A SOLDIER. 193 

misery and confusion. We halted to 
allow the baggage to get forward. 

• Shortly after day-light, the French ad- 
vance came up with our rear-guard, 
consisting of a brigade of Portuguese, 
which continued to skirmish, all the way 
through the forest. We lost a great 
number of men in this forest, unable to 
ke^p lip through illness and fatigue, and 
not a few from the effects of liquor. 
It was found necessary to stave the 
stores of liquor; and the men were carry, 
ing it away in their bonnets. Many 
wet« intoxicated, and carried upon the 
sSioiilders of their comrades. 

«• We at length got out of the forest, 
and encampedi Picquets were posted, 
and we • began to cook ; but we had 
sdaipcely coimmenced, when the French 
wef6 ligain upon us. The camp wall 
moved, and we marched tmtil two 
hoars dfterdarfe. We were then drawn 
up iir column, and lay down on the bare 

K 
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a maiH And kept up our fiite for some 
tiaie» until the bugle sounded to cease 
firing. 

We lay on the height for some tiine^ 
Our drought was excessive ; tiieK Was 
no water upon the height, save oneamaU 
dpring^ which waa rendered useless. One 
elf our men in the heat of the action, 

* 

called out he would have a drink, let 
the WOTld go as it would. Hes^oop^ 
ed to drink ; a ball pierced jiis heltd; he 
fdl with it in the well, whf<^ was dSs^ 
coloured by brains .and blood. Thirsty 
^ we weife» we could not tisste it. > 

' At tins time, the Mii^r haid tibe com^ 
mand, our second Cdlohd i^ng -^roundH 
ed. There wer^ net<SQ& df ini on tbe^ 
height Mile to do^ty, out of above UJSQ^ 
who drew rations in 4liei)cM>ni]iig. • -^ifr 
eHes ^ the wounded Ivere mai^ JteddiftM 
rending^ • >- . :- . 

The French, on the tjpjp^te height^ 
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i¥ere getting undi^ wmsri Itre cfaaM 
giye no assistanofey as the- eneaij ap^ 
peared to be sit . to ond of us. : Our 
ordero: w^re to inaifitain the! faei^it 
iis4iU6. th^e was a 'man of IBS. ' 7M 
word was- given tbt dioaMer anns; TUt 
Vi^nch, at thermbe: moment, got uiu^ 
aioaiBc • The dngagftmtei bc^n id the 
plahiA iiTlie'l*renqhiwer^jaite8^ mA 
soonvput'/tdrthe ^kightJUfouiv ^tkpoi:^ 
yittdii^' i iWd fi^wed^ as- quick as cnir 
ilrai^ Iknbs ^iinonUd dUrij^ Our J^ 
mire foil of th«ni)'ahd.t>iff'%et. braised 
upon the rodts ^( tbe teeebw. . Ooniing 
to a bean. field at- the(bdltoi[i,>bf;tlia 
hki^tM, Jttdiliediatelj the « betonm/J^ras 
lntA:e, and ft^ty^mBh Med ibis hayefv 
sack/ - We!c»Dti{iued to advance until 
ili ;was dkrkv aiid iken encamped 6n. a 
he^^ khav6 Vittoriaj . ' 

' This : was the dullidst encamptaieDt I 
6?tlr made. We faa(d left 700 men be^ 
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We halted upon our old camp ground, 
for the space of half an hour, and theo 
returned to our old quarters at Maya. We 
were very melancholy, the whole bringing 
to our minds the time when we last left 
it and our wounded and dying comrades^ 

After encamping on a height on the 
other side, for two or three days, we 
were marched round to the heights of 
Roncesvalles, where we encamped, re^ 
lieving a brigade of the 7th division; 
We lay here for a considerable time, 
working like galley slaves from morning 
till evening, in building batteries and 
block-houses. All the time I had been 
a soldier, my labour could not stand ill 
the least comparison with my fatigues 
at this time. 

Orders were given that the heights 
should be kept by the 3d and 4th divi- 
sion, week about, (altematebf.) . We 
retired, moving down, and encamped on 
the other side of the village. 
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. A short time afterwards, we got or- 
ders for duty on the heights on the op- 
posite side, of which we were glad, 
thinking that the work would not be so 
severe. But we were disagreeably un- 
deceived. Our labour was incessant ; 
every day, we were either on guard or 
pn fatigue. All the time we remained 
here, we were not a night in bed, out of 
two: besides, the weather was dreadful} 
we had always either snow or hail, the 
bail often as large as nuts. We'wer^ 
forced to put our knapsacks on our 
heads, to protect us from its violence. 
The mules, at these times, used to run 
crying up and down, hurt by the 
stones. The frost was most severe, ac« 
companied by high winds. Often, for 
whole days and nights, we could not get 
a tent to stand. Many of us were frost- 
bitten, and others were found dead at 
their posts. At this time, I cursed my 

k3 
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hard fate, and groaned over my foUy. 
Frequently have I been awakene<^ 
through the night, by the sobs of thofle 
around me in the tent ; more espeeklly 
by the young soldiers, who had not beeti 
long from their mothers iSre-sides. They 
often spent the darkness of the night 
10 tears. The weather was so -dreadffal,' 
the 92d regiment got grey trousers serv* 
ed olit to them: they cocild notHw 
with J^eir kilts ; the cold would hav« 
killed them. 

In about two days after we went down 
to the valley, the day being good, the 
French came down from tiie heights 
nearest France. General Stewart beitt^ 
there, at the same time, with our ad- 
vanced post, and seeing their manom* 
vres, ordered us to i^vance towards 
them. We soon beat them back, and 
retired to our post. A few days af- 
terwards, the weather was so very bad, 
that great numbers of the men fell sick. 
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We were then forced to leaVe the 
heights, and encamp in the valley ; leav* 
ing strong picquets in the block-hous^ 
on the main pass, which were relieved 
daily. Fatigue p^trtd^s were sent up to 
Woi-k, nevertheless, every day the \8*fa- 
ther would permit. At this time we bu- 
ried two guns of Captain Mitchell's bri- 
gade of artfllery, which displeased him 
Inuch. Tbr60gh intercession, General 
Stewart ordered Up a fatigue party to 
iraise th6in a^in. We were covered 
by the picquets, and, with great difficul- 
ty, at length got them raised and brought 
down to the valley. Each man on fa- 
tigue got an extra allowance of grog, 
the only welcome recompence. 

We lay here for some time, frequent- 
ly attacked in the block-houses by the 
French, and at length received- orders 
to leave our purgatory in the heights, 

and move round towards Maya. We 

K 4 
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m^ched that whole, afternoop, and i$ 
night until next morning; when the 
whole army formed on the other side of 
Maya. We were appointed the brigade 
of reserve, being far in the TesLi\ apd 
very much fatigued* An attack was 
begun, almost as soon as we arrived; 
We moved towards the enemy's works, 
which were very strong ; but we forced 
them out, tlien moved round to our own 
right, the remainder of the army pur- 
suing them. Their camp-groimd, which 

• 

was hutted like a little town, was occu^ 
pied by us during the night. 

November 10. — ^We, next morning, 
co»tinued to move to our own right, un- 
til we came to a village called Cambo ; 
on the outside of which the enemy had 
batteries planted, and strong works. 
We kept up a severe fire, for some time, 
but could not storm their works, on ac- 
count of the depth of the entrenchments* 
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They found out that the Spanish troops 
under Morillo were fording the river 
on their right. We retired back into 
camp, and lay there two days : the wea- 
ther was so bad we could not move out. 

In the afternoon, they blew up the 
bridge over the Nive, and retired out of 
the town. We then marched into it ; 
and were cantoned, and lay there, for a 
considerable time ; the French on one 
side, and we on the other ; our sentinel 
and their's, on the bridge, not five yards 
asunder. The night before we crossed, 
the French came down to the banks of 
the river with their music, and gave us a 
tune or two. We thought to change their 
tune before next night. We were then 
to be all under arms, at a minute's notice* 

About nine o'clock, the whole of our 
inJying picquets were called to cover a 
party of sappers and miners, in raising a 
battery to cover our fording ground; 
and the sentinel on the broken bridge 

k5 
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received orders to shoot the French sen* 
tinel, on the first gun for alarm "being 
fired. Both were walking from one pa- 
rapet to another; the Frenchman uncon- 
scious of any unusual danger ; the Eng* 
lish sentinel listening, and often loc^ng 
4;o the victim ; his heart revolting from 
the deed he dared not disobey. The 
match touched the signal gun; next 
moment, the French sentinel fell into the 
river, pierced by a ball. 

As soon as the sappers and miners 
bad constructed the battery, we moved 
back into the town, and remained uqtil 
an hour before day. We were drawn 
up on our fording ground ; ordto^ were 
given that not a man lAould speak above 
his breath. The whole being prepared^ 
the word was given to pass the river 
when three guns were fired on oar left. 
Our right wing was sent out to cover 
the fording. The left forded the riv«r ; 
but we had not reached the opposite 
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bank; -when We recfeived a volley frorfi 
the enetiiy*s picquets. We pave ihree 
cheers, — sfdashed through the water j 
they retired and we pursued thetn. The 
:^egimeiit formed upon the top of tlie 
hdght, sending out two companies to 
£ilkiw the enemy dose j but they n6v<4r 
came up with them. 

All the night of the 11th of Decem- 
ber, we lay in camp upon the face of a 
height, near the Spaniards. In the 
iafleMoon of the 12th, we received or- 
ders to move round towards <Bayonne, 
where we were quartered aloi^ the 
inain road. There we remained a few 
days, until we received orders to march 
to our own right, to assist a Spanish 
force, who were engaged with superior 
numbers. We set off by day-light, in 
the morning of the 1 5th, towards them, 
and were moving on, when General Hill 

sent an aid-de-camp after' us, saying, 

K 6 
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" That is not the direction,— follow 
me." We put ix) the right about, to the 
main road towards Bayonne. We soon 
came to the scene oi action, and were 
immediately engaged. We had con- 
tinued firing, without intermission, for 
five hours, advancing and retreating*, 
and lost a great number of men, but 
could not gain a bit of ground. To- 
wards evening, we were relieved by a 
brigade, which belonged to another 
division. As many of us as could be 
collected, were drawn up. General 
Hill gave us great praise for our beha* 
viour this day, and ordered an extra 
allowance of liquor to each man. We 
were marched back to our old quar- 
ters along the road side. 

The day's service had been very 
severe, but now I took it with the 
coolest indifference : I felt no alarm } 
it was all of course, I began to think 
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my body channed. My mind had come 
to that pass, I took every thing as 
it came witliout a thought. If I was 
at ease, with plenty, I was happy ; if 
in the midst of the enemy's fire, or 
of the greatest privations, I was not 
concerned. I h^d been in so many 
changes of plenty and want, ease and 
dailger, they had ceased to be antici- 
pated either with joy or fear. 

We lay upon the road- side for two 
or three days, having two companies 
three leagues to the rear, carrying the 
wounded to the hospital. We were 
next cantoned three leagues above Bay- 
onne, along the side of the river. We had 
strong picquets planted along the banks% 
The French were cantoned upon the 
other side. Never a night passed that 
we were not molested by boats passing 
up and down the river, with provisions 
and necessaries to the town. Our or* 



ders wete >to tarn out^ and 'kis.^^t^*a 
constant fire upon the^ if^btle |yi«tii%. 
We had two grasshoJ)pfet guns plated 
upon the side of the river $ by iAeSi,ii^ of 
'which we one night sucAc a boat leaded 
with clothing for the army, dotting it en 
fire with red-hot Bhotb 

Next day, we tuyere ewSamped in the 
Tear of the towii^ being i*elieved by -a 
brigade of Portuguese, We remained 
in cattip two or three days, expecting to 
be tfttad^ed^ the eBemy having crossed 
tstbove us on the river. Wie podted pici. 
quets in the toMrn, near our camp. At 
length, iJeceiving orders -to -faiftrch, we 
moved on, until we came to a r^ver on 
our right, which ran very swift* Part of 
the regiment having ctossed, we got or-* 
ders to come to the right-about, and 
Vf€tB marched back to our old i^mp 
groutid. . Next morning, we retieivid 

r 

orders to take another road towards Std- 
vatero ^ \vhere we encamped that night. 
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dud Temoined until tbe whole mn^r 
gambled 4;he following' difjr* / ^ 

About two o'clock in* the aftemooOr 
we were under arms, suid inoved towards 
the river, covered by a brigade of anit 
leiy. We forded, and continued to skir* 
mish aloQgst the heights, until the town 
was te&ken. We loftt only one man dvt* 
ringthe whole time. We encamped ^xp^ 
on the other side of ^e town ; and next 
morning followed the line of march, un^ 
til We came before a town called Arisj 
We had severe fighting before we got 
into it. We were led on by an an aid« 
de-camp. The contest lasted until after 
dark. We planted picquets in diflbrent 
^treets^ of the town ; the enemy did the 
same in others. Different patroles were 
sent out during the night i but the 
French were always found on the alert. 
lliey retired before day-light i and we 
mai^ched into the town, With our music 
atlihehead6fdier6gui(ii^t&. The town 
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sqppeared then quite desolate, not worth 
twopence ; but we were not three days 
JB it» until the French inhabitants came 
back, opened then* shops and houses, 
and it became a fine lively place. There 
wa3 a good deal of plundering the 
fir^t night; for the soldiers, going in- 
to the houses, and finding no person 
within, helped themselves. The people 
have a way of keeping their fowls in 
cans full of grease, about the size of* a 
ben. This, we found out by accident^ 
for, wanting some grease to fry, in cook*, 
ing, we took one of these cans, and cut 
out the fowl. We commenced a search 
for the grease cans, and were very suc- 
cessful. The fowls were excellent. We 
lay here a considerable time, then were 
marched towards Toulouse and halted 
at a village four leagues from it, with 
orders to turn out on a moment's notice. 
We wer>e drawn out at twelve o'clock at 
night, and marched close up to the town. 
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designing to throw a bridge oyet the;ii- 

ver ; but it ran so. swift, , that we failed 

ip.oqr attempt.. We them kindled fires 

in all quafters, apd returned to- the vil- 

Jage. Next morning, we marched round 

towards the main road to Toulouse, 

and were cantoned along the road. We 

lay here for some time, and were, every 

morning, under arms an hour before day. 

At length, on the 1 0th of April, wc 

. received orders; to attack Toulouse, and 

^moyed on by another road, on the oppo^. 

site side from the one we had lain upon. 

.We were drawn up in column, in rear 

of a house, and remaided there for some 

time, sending out the flank companies 

to skirmish ; and, at length, forced the 

enemy back upon their works. The 

contest now began to be more severe. 

A brigade of guns coming up^ played 

upon their works for some time, and 

.Uien retired, night coming on. We were 

posted in the different streets of the sub* 
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urfas, to watch the ^lilfflly's mdiJolisi At 
last we got our allowstnce of liqtlor 6&rV* 
ed out, and retired to our datitotomenb* 
I shall ever reme^nber ati adventitre 
that happened to me, towards the aftei^ 
noon. We were in extended order, fir- 
ing and retiring. I had ji^ riisento 
tiin bc^lftnd'ttiy file, wh^ A sj^^iM ^t 
HM;ruek me &r the fftcfyis^^mA t(M)k tile 
4>reat4i from me. ** God tfefefeive my 
496uir I i^d, ^nd ^^ A6Wfk i^&^lgtM. 
•The fVeneh w^i-e advhtitmg fkst I 
li^ tny musket dtvwn, ^^viA pLisped f&t 
breath. I Was sick, ' amd put tAj ^an- 
^^11 to my head, but oMld mt ti^te 
^e water: however, I washed my 
Mouth, and grew less jftint. i looked 
It) my thigh, imd seeing no blood, took 
Mesolution to put tny hMd to the 
ipfutt, to feel the wound. My hand 
Kras unstained by blood ; but '*"*^*|£rt 
Was »© pairiftil, that I iJOUld * \t 

-At t^s moment 1^ 'bJ^ tbe 
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Freitich . tame up; One of them made 
a charge at me, as I sat paie as 'deadi; 
In another moment I would have been 
transfixed, had not hisr next man forced 
the point past me : ^< Do not touch the 
good Scot/' said be; faffd l^en address 
sing himself to me, added, ^vDoyoa 
remember me ?^* I had not recovered 
my breath sufficiefcttly to'Speaik iistismb' 
ly: lansfwened, ** No.*--^« I saw yociAt 
Sobtad,'' he filled. iiBmsedfaitelyri re^ 
cognized him to be a soldier whose life 
I had saved fhxn a Plortuguese, "wha tras 
going :to kill him as (he lay wounded. 
*" Yes, I know you,'* Irc^iied^w^'^iGkid 
-bless you !^' cried he ; and,, giving ine a 
a pancake out of his hat, moved on with 
his fellows ; • the rear of whom took my 

knapsack, and lefl me lying. I ha& fallen 
down for greater security. Isoon recover 
ed so far as to walk, though \(nth paiti^ 
iind joined the regiment iie*t ^d^nce. 
' We were ^^^lartered in wine 4tdrte j 
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where we lay for a considerable timi^ 
sending out a regiment, each night» 
,on duty. The 71st happened to- be 
the regiment on duty, on the ii%ht 
in which the French evacuated Tou« 
louse. We immediately gave notice 
and marched into the town ; halted 
half an hour, until the : cavalry passed 
through it, and then moved on after 
them. We . fell in with a number of the 
enemy's iSck and wounded, whom we 
sent back to the town. We halted at 
Villa Franca, and were cantoned. SouU 
lay in a town on the heights in front, 
about one league and a half from us. • 
We remained here two or three days.; 
when we we were all turnedout, cavalry 
Bxxd artillery, the French being under 
arms, t Three guns were Gxed. The 
French did not seem inclined to attack 
us. We were encamped again. In 
the course of the day, flags of truce 
were passing between th^ annies. At 
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length; General ^Soult came in his c^r-: 
riage, guarded by a squadron of his ca-* 
valry. We then got word that Buona- 
parfb was deposed, and we were soon to^ 
have peace. Joy beamed on every face,- 
and made every tongue eloquent We' 
sung and drank that whole ni^t, and: 
talked of home. Neict mommg, fidling 
back to Toulouse, we were cantoned 
there, and lay for a long time, looking 
anxiously for orders to embark for £ng<- 
land. At length we marched to Bour* 
deaux, were reviewed by Lord Welling- 
ton, and embarked for Ireland. 

We arrived at Cork in June 1814. f 
bad now been seven years and eleveiv 
months a soldier, and, therefore, hoped 
for my disdmrge. I had still one year 
to serve, although enlisted for seven; 
Being only sixteen years of age, my 
seven years were counted ftom my 
eighteenth* Had I called myself seven- 
tea^ I should have now been free; 
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but: I scorned to lie^ neither wm <I 
avaire. of this circumstance*^ 
. Upon OUT arriYal at Cork, we wem 
marched . to Umerkk,. . asd layc thcle a 
Ismg.tmm'f. then got the route jforGoife 
t» embark for America*. I wanted but a< 
Am^aiaalia to be iree« I m^ght: my^di^i^ 
di«rge, but wafi.refixsed. . I waftoajbnort: 
temfitedto desert, I lameae^ted my b»< 
coming.a soldier, at this time» more thant 
I had done on the retreat^, or upoii thfit 
Fyreonees, . To be so nearhon^e, anij^ 
almost free» and yet to be sent acrqsg 
the Atlantic, was very g^liQg. XJi^neig^ 
Hot .what to 4q. I kept my hmHHi^ cmd 
efi^bwk^* What ve^ed me, . was ^(hb@ 
h^mg, diaob^rged whp had nqt been so 
k^ soldiem las, I had been ; only th^ 
Wftre.iibQye eigbt^^ wheo.th^y ^irij^ed^t 
v-W9)l^i<QU: board sii^iweeli^. before 
Wtting mh When . 09 our wa^>. a 
•c^Qoaer^red a gun andlbrougbt us tg^ 
9^gavfi>iia orders imPi^o My h«i«|$ 



faK)un4e(l with joy: "Freedom, free^ 
d(Kn !" — I woi4d not h|wre taken a thou-^ 
SAod pQundsr to^t^yy-— I would have lej^ 
t}}e army without £t shirts I was oppcessK 
6^ aU the tim^ I wa^ on bpard; my imnd[ 
dwek Oit cietbing' but biHne« %^"y ^^^ 
asked a qui^tip)! 0$ .fi^J^^ to mef,, I wa9[ 
a9,ab«eat jthat J ^SQldojo^aq^wi^red to tl^ 
poiiit. . Aller . the . ship was^ put aboulv 
for .England)' a load wa$ taken from my, 
mind» and I became more happy. We 
landed all . our. heavy baggage at DeaU- 
then sailed . round to. Grave9end and 
disembarked^ We lay, there only one 
afternoon^ then were. put on \0mrd thi^ 
smacksy and were landed atJVn twerp* 

Nfext morning w^e w^«e n^i^rched .to 
iMiis^wbeve we^iay^jquartercid ;iii:thp^ 
differmitViHageai .around, until fthei;!^ 
6fyhxa^,i liUifi.v W«iiUsedto b^ dril|e4 
Qveit^'Jdajr. : - We> w«ro «oing out, for^ 
i4htday,;Qn.ibellflthf wbw w<^ we» 
didefad U^kindlliDtmedlQn one aidi^of 
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tlie village. We stopped here a short 
time ; then were sent to quarters to 
pack up every thing and march. • Wer 
immediately marched off towards the 
French frontier. We had a very severe- 
march of sixteen miles, expi^cting to 
halt and be quartered in ^Very town 
through which we passed. We knew 
not where we were marching. About 
one o'clock in the morning, we were 
halted in a village. A brigade of Bruns^ 
wickers marching out, we took their, 
quarters, hungry and weary. . :{, 

Next morning, the 17th, wei got ouf) 
allowance of liquor, and moved on until 
the beat of the day ; when we encamped, 
firid' our baggage was ordered to take 
the high road to Brussels. We sentcujb 
fittigue parties, for water^ iUxLiset a-, 

r 

booking. • ^ Our fires^ weie i not well 
kindled, when we. got orders to fall in, 
und move on along tfa^ high road towirda 
Waterloo. The wfaolfe ledgtfa of, th& 
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road was very much crowded by artil- 
lery and arntnunition carts, all advanc- 
ing towards Waterloo. The troops 
were much embarrassed m marching, 
tfie roads were so crowded. As soon as 
'^e arrived on the ground, we forttied 
in cdilmn. The rain began to pour. 
The firing had never ceased all yesterday 
and to day, at a distance. We en- 
camped and began to cook ; when the 
enemy came in sight, and again spoiled 
our cooking. We advanced towards 
them. When we reached the height 
they retired ; which caused the whole 
army to get under arms and move td 
their positions. Night coming on, we 
stood under arms for some time. The 
army then retired to their own rear, and 
ky down under arms, leaving lAig 
71st in advance. During the wbeld 
night, the rain never ceased. Ttrd 
hours after day-toeak/ Gaien^ Hill 
came down, taking away the left stib- 
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division of the 10th company to cover 
bis recognisance. Shortly afterwards 
we got half an allowance of liquor, 
which was the most welcome thing I 
ever received. I was so stiff and sore 
fix)m the rain, I could not move with 
freedom for some time. A little after- 
wards, the weather clearing up, we be- 
gan to clean our arms and prepare for 
action. The whole of the opposite 
heights were covered by the enemy. 

A young lad, who had joined but a 
short time before, said to me, while we 
were cleaning : *^ Tom, you, are an old 
soldier, and have escaped often, and have 
every chance to escape this time also. 
I. am sure I am to fall." — " Nonsense, be 
not gloomy." — " I am certain,'^ he. said : 
** All I ask is, that you ^1 tell my pa- 
rents, when you get home, that I ask 
God's pardon for the evil I have done, 
and th? grief I have giv^n thep* Be 
sure to tell I died praying for th^r 
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blessing and pardon." I grew dull 
myselfi but gave him all the heart I 
could. He only shook his head: I 
could say nothing to alter his belief. 

The artillery had been tearing away,, 
since day-break, in different parts of th^ 
line. About twelve o'clock we receiv* 
ed orders to fall in for attack. We then 
marched up to our position, where we 
lay on the face of a brae, covering a 
brigade of guns. We were so over- 
come by the fatigue of the two days' 
march, that, scarce had we lain down^; 
until many of us fell asleep. I slept^ 
sound, for some time, while the cannon-; 
balls, plunging in amongst us, killed a 
great many. I was suddenly awakened.^ 
A ball struck the ground a little below 
me, turned me heels-over-head, broke 
my musket in pieces, and killed a lad 
at my side. I was stunned and con* 
fused, and knew not whether I was 

l2 



920 JOURNAL OF A SOLDIER. 

wounded or not: I felt a numbness in 
my arm for sometime. 

We lay thus, about an hour and a 
half, under a dreadful fire, which cost 
us about 60 men, while we had never 
fired a shot. The. balls were falling 
thick amongst us. The young man I 
lately spoke of lost his legs by a shot 
at this time. They were cut very close: 
he soon bled to death. << Tom,^' said 
he, «* remember your charge: my mo- 
ther wept sore when my brother died in 
her arms. Do not tell her all how I 
died; if she saw me thus, it would 
break her heart: farewell, God bless 
my parents!** He said no more, his 
lip» qluvered, and he ceased to breathe. 
• About two o'clock, a squadron of 
lancers came down, hurraying, to charge 
the brigade of guns : they knew not 
what was in the rear. General Barnes 
gave the word, <* Form square.*' In a 



JOURNAL OF A SOLDIER. 221 

moment the whole brigade were on 
^ their feet, readj^to receive the enemy. 

The General said, " Seventy-first, I 

tjave often heard of your bravery, I hope 
I it will not be worse than it has been, to- 

^y/' Down they came upon oiur square. 

W^ soon put them to the right-about. 

^ Stiordy ailer we received orders to 

IPpye to the heights. Onwards we 

ft 

\ IP^ohed, and stood^ for a short time^ 
gi square ; receiving cavalry every nowr 
fRid jthen^ The noise and smoke were 

^^ ^eadfuL At this time I ^ould see but 
A very little way from me ; but, all a^ 
. round, the wounded and slain lay very 
i^ck. We then mcTved on, in column, for 
fi considerable way^ andformedline; gave 
Ihree cheers, fired a few volleys, charged 

I Ijho enemy, and drove them back. 

j^ . At this moment a squadron of cavaby 

■ft 

'^XOde furiously down upon our line. 
' ' SiQ%rce had we time to form. The 
.^ sqwire was only comidete in front when 

I - 
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they were upon the points of our bayon- 
ets. Many of our men were out of 
place. There was a good deal of jost- 
ling, for a minute or two, and a good 
deal of laughing. Our quarter-master 
lost his bonnet, in riding into the square; 
got it up, put it on, back foremost, and 
wore it thus all day. Not a moment 
had we to regard our dress. A French 
General lay dead in the square ; he had 
a number of ornaments upon his breast 
Oar men fell to plueking them off, 
pushing each other as they passed^ and 
linatching at them. 

' We stood in square, for some time ; 
whilst the 13th dragoons and a squa- 
dron of French dragoons were engaged. 
The 18th dragoons retiring to the rear 
of our column, we gave the JPrench a 
Volley, which put them to the right- 
about; then the 13th at them again. 
They did this, for some time ; wecheer- 
iiig the 18th, and feeling every blow 



JOURNAL OF A SOLDIBB. 223 

they received. When a Frenchman fell, 
we shouted; and when one of the 1 3th, 
we groaned. We wished to join them, 
but were forced to stand in square. 

The whole army retired to the heights 
in the rear ; the French closely pursu- 
ing to our formation, where we stood, 
four deep, for a considerable time. As 
we fell back, a shot cut the straps of 
the knapsack of one near me : it fell, 
and was rolling away. He snatched it 
up, saying, ** I am not to lose you that 
way, you are all I have in the world ;** 
tied it on the best manner he could, and 
marched on. 

Lord Wellington came riding up. 
We formed square, with him iaour cen- 
tre, to receive cavalry. Shortly the 
whole army received orders to advance. 
We moved forwards in two columns, 
four deep, the French retiring at the 
same time. We were charged several 
times in our advance. This was our 
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last effi>rt; nothing could impede u% 
The whole of* the enemy retired, leavings 
their guns and ammunition, and every 
other thing behind. We moved on to- 
wards a village, and charged right 
through, killing great numbers, the 
village was so crowded. Wa then forrn^ 
ed on the other side of it, and lay down 
under the canopy of heaven, hungry and 
wearied to death. We had been op- 
pressed, all day, by the wdght ^f oup 
blankets and great coats, which were 
drenched with rain, and lay upon our 
shoulders like logs of wood^ 

Scarce was my body stretched upon . 
the ground, wlien sleep closed my eyes. 
Next morning, when I awoke, I was 
quite stupid. The wliole night, my min4 
had been harassed by dreams. I ww 
fighting and charging, re-aqtiiig the 
scenes of the day, which were strangely 
jumbled with the scenes I had been in be- 
fore. I rose up and looked aroun^i^ «nd 
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began to recollect The eventsof the 18th 

came before me, one by one ; still they 

were confused, the whole appearing as 

an unpleasant dream* My comrades 

began to awake and talk of it; then the 

events were embodied as realities. Many 

an action had I been in, wherein the 

individual exertions of our regiment haci 

Jbeen much' greater, and our fighting 

more severe; hut never had I been 

where the firing wits so dreadful, ^nd 

the Boke so great* When -I looked 

jover the field of battle^ it was cwexefi 

and lumped in-^many places; figure^ 

mQving up and down upon it Th@ 

wounded orawling along the rows of 

^ead, was a horrible spectacle: yet I 

looked on with less concern, I must say^ 

at the moment, than I have felt dJt an 

accident, when in quarters. I haye been 

sad at the burial of a comrade who died 

■ * ■ ^ • 

of sickness in the hospital, and follow^ 
him Almost in te^j:s; yet have.I aeen^ af- 
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ter a battle, fifty men put into the same 
trench, ^nd comrades amongst them, 
almost with indifference. I looked 
over the field of Waterloo as a mat- 
ter of course — a matter of small con- 
cern. 

In the morning we got half an allow- 
ance of liquor ; and remained here until 
mid-day, under arms ; then received or- 
ders to cook. When cooking was over, 
we marched on towards France. No- 
thing particular happened before reach- 
ing Paris, where we lay in the Iliies un- 
til the French capitulated. We had 
our posts planted at each side of the 
city. The French troops retired ; and 
we got under arms and marched to- 
wards the gates. We had a cannon on 
each side of the gate, and gunners, with 
lighted matches, standing by them. We 
marched into the city; passed Lord 
Wellington, who stood at the gates, and 
were encamped on the main road in the 
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Thuilleries, where we remained all the 

<»^time we were here. 

• ^ In marching through the city, a lad, 
dressed as a Frenchman, was looking up 
the companies very anxiously. One of 
our men said, " Knock the French fel- 

' low down.*' " Dinna be sae fast, man," 
said he : we stared to hear broad Scotch 
in Paris at this time : " I am looking for 
mj cousin,'^ he added, naming him; 
•but he had been left behmd, wounded. 

When we were in cam^ before the 
Thuilleries, the first dirf, two. girls were 
ilooking very eagerly up arid down the 

= tegiment, when we were on parade. "Do 
you wish a careless husband, my dear?' 
said one of our lads. — "Maybe; will you 
be't ?" said a Glasgow voice. " Where 
the devil do you come from ?" said the 
rough fellow. " We're Paisley lasses ; 
this is our regiment : we want to see if 
there's ony body here we ken.'* The sol- 
dier, who was a Glasgow lad, could not 
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speak. There is a music in our native 
tongue, in a foreign land, where it i^ 
not to be looked for, that often melts 
the heart when we hear it unexpectedly. 
These two girls had found their way 
£rom Paisley to Pilaris, an.d were work*' 
ing at tambouring* »nd 4id ve^ well. 

We lay three jstiopths in Paris. AU 
that time I saw ver}?.Uttl0 of it : I did 
not care to ask leav^ from the camp. 
At length rme were marched to FUa- 

jier^ to winter .qunrtors.;. /and X got my 
idisc^iai^. I left my c<)mj»des wit{k 
regret ; but the senjooe with joy. I came 
(down to the coast to embark, with 
light steps and a joyful heart, smging^ 
<' When mid war^s deadly blast was 
Uaxm.^' I was poor as poor could 
be; but I had hope before me, and 
pleasing dreams of home. I had saved 
nothing this campaign; and the mo- 
ney I had befc^-e was. all gone. .Oo- 
..vernment fMind me the Hmoft.of get^ 
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ting to Edinburgh, Hope and joy 
were my companion, until I entered 
the Firth, I was on deck ; the morn- 
ing began to dawn ; the shores of Lo- 
thian began to rise out of the mist. 
" There is the land of cakes,*' said the 
captain, A sigh escaped me; recol- 
lections crowded upon me,— -painful re- 
collections. I went below to conceal 
my feelings, and never came up until 
tne vessel was in the harboUr. I ran 
from her, and hid myself in a public- 
house. All the time 1 had been away 
was forgot. I felt as if I had been in 
Leith the day before. I was so foolish 
is to think I would be known^ and 
laughed at. In about half an hour I 
reasoned myself out of my foolish no- 
tions ; but I could not bring myself to 
go up the Walk to Edinburgh. I went 
by the Easter Road. Every thing was 
istrange to me, so many alteraticms had 
taken plaice ; yet I was afraid to look 



930 JOUBNAL OF A SOLDIER. 

any person in the face, lest he should 

recognise me. I was suffering as keenly, 

at this moment, as when I went away : 

I felt my face burning with shame. At 

length I reached the door of the last 

house I had been in, before leavings 

Edinbuigh. I had not power to knock : 

happy was it for me that I did not. A 

young girl came into the stair. . I asked 

her if Mrs. ' ■ lived there. " No,'* 

she said, << she had flitted long ago.'* 

" Where does she hVe ?*' « I do not 

know." Where to go I knew not. I 

came down stairs, and recognised a sign 

which had been in the same place be« 

fore I went away. In I went, and 

inquired. The landlord knew me. 

** Tom," said he, " are you come back 

safe ? Poor fellow ! give me your hand.** 

" Does my mother live ?** — " Yes, yes ; 

come in, and I will send for her, not to 

let the surprise be too great." Away 

he went. I could not remaiUf but fol- 

6 
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lowed him ; and, the next minute, I was 
in the arms of my mother. 



I have been with my mother, these 
fourteen months. She is sinking fast to 
the grave. I am happy I am here to 
lay her head in it. — Jeanie has been 
married, these five years ; and goes be- 
tween her own and her mother's house, 
to take care of her. — John is in Lon» 
don, following out his business. — Wil- 
liam has been in Glasgow. 



Letteh by the Writer qf the Journal to 
his Friend^ inclosing the last part of 
the Manuscript. 

Edinburgh^ May^ 1818. 

DEAR JOHy, 

These three montlis, I can find no- 
thing to do. I am a burden on Jeanie 



